


To the General Conference

Dear Brethren.

I HAVE prescl1led before you malic,,;
which thc Lord has shown me. and I
have a warning to give to this body

now assembled in Battle Creek. You arc
in danger from the fact that plans may be
fomlcd. ways may be dcviscd. proposi-
tions may be followed that mean, not
success, but defeat. I dare not Ict this
conference closc, ilild those asscmbled
rClurn to thcir homc..-;, without bidding
you to consider carefully cvcry
tion that has becn presented. Look well to
every plan thal has becn proposcd, and
give not your Yca and Amen hastily, as I
have heard from the lips of some men
whose undcrstanding is beclouded, and
they know not what is the character of the
sentiments and propositions Ihey are say-
ing Amen to. Be not carricd away with
proposals that appear innocent, when thcir
end is disaster and a forfeiture or the favor
of God. TIlcre is danger. and I sound the
signal trumpet of warning.

God calls upon you to humble your-
selves under His mighty hand. and 10
confess your sins and put them away, and
He will lift you up... Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to you." James 4:8.
Ministers, high lind low, you have no time
now to complain of your unsuccessful
labor. Flee to Jesus, take hold of Him by
living faith, lay hold of His strcilgth, and
makc peace with Him. You have too great
a desire for the praisc of men. " Seck ye
the Lord while hc may be found, call ye
upon him while he is ncar: ICI the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. For my thoughts arc nOI your
thoughts, neither arc your ways my ways,
saith the Lord. For 3S the hcavens arc
higher than the earth, so arc my ways
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higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:6-9... For
thus saith the high and lofty One that
inhabitcth eternity, whose name is Holy;
Imark the words I I dwell in the high and
holy place, wilh him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones." 1s.1iah 57: 15.

"l111lS saith the Lord, the Redeemer of
ISnlcl, and his Holy One, 1O him whom man
dcspiscth, to him whom the nation abhor-
rcth, to a of rulers, Kings shall sec
and arise, princes also shall worship, be-
cause of the Lord that is faithful, and Ihe
Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose
thee: Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable
time have I heard thee. and in a day of
salvation have I helped thee: and I wili
preserve thee. and give thee for a covenant
orlhc people, to the e1:llth, to cause
to inherit the desolate heritagcs; that thou
maycst say to the prisone,,;, Go forth; to
thell1 that arc in darkness, Shew yourselves.
They shall feed in the ways, and Iheir
pastures shall be in all high plaecs. They
shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the
heal nor sun smite them: for he thaI hath
mercy on them shall Icad thcm, evcn by the
springs of water shall he Ihem. And i
will make all my mountains a way. and my
highways shall be exalted. Behold, these
shall come from far: and, 10, from the
north and from the west; and these from the
land of Sinim. Sing, a heavens; and be
joyful, a and break fOl1h into sing-
ing, a mountains: for the Lord hath com-
fOrled his people. and will have mcrcy L1pon
his afflicted. Bu' Zion said, The Lord hath
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten
me. Can a woman forget her sucking child,
that shc should not havc compassion on lhc
son of her womb? yea. they may forgct, yel
will I not forgcl thee. I have graven
thee upon thc pi:llms of m)' hands; Ihy walls
are continually before me:· Isaiah 49:7-16.

LeI not mcn exalt themselves, and seck
to carry through their ideas without the
cooperation and "metion of the people of
God. Your strong spirit, your loud. con-
temptuous speeches are out of hamlony
with Christ and His ways. 0, had you mack

your voice to be heard on high, God has
seen you smiting with the fist of wickcd-
ncs.."'. YOli must bear thc divine credentials
beforc you makc decided movements to
shape the working of God's causc. As
surely as wc believe in Chrisl, and do His
will, not exalting self. but walking in all
humility ofmind, SO surely will the Lord be
with us. BUI He despises your fierce spirit;
He is grieved with the hardness of your
heart. Pray that He will give you a heart of
flesh, a heart that can feci the sorrows of
others. that crln be touched with human
woc. Pray that He will give you a heart that
will not pcrnlit you to tllrn a deaf car to the
widow or the fatherless. Pray that yOll may
have bowels of mercy for the poor, the
infiml, and the oppressed. Pray that you
Illay love justice and hale robbery, and
make no difference in the bc.."ilowal of your
favors, exccpt to consider the cascs of the
needy and the unfortunatc. Then the prom-
ises recorded in Isaiah 58 will be fultilled to
you, "If thou draw out thy soul to the
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; thcn
shall thy light risc in obscurity, and thy
darkness be as the noon day: and the Lord
shall guide thee continually, and ,,"isfy thy
soul in drought, and Illilke thy bones:
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and
like a spring of water, whose waters fail
not." I".iah 58: 10-1 1.

BlIt you will need 10
for your fcet. lest the lame be tumed oul of
the way. We arc surrounded by the lamc
and halting in the faith, and you are to help
them, not by halting yourselves; but by
standing like mcn who have been tried and
proven, and arc firm as cl rock to principle.
I know that a work must be done for the
people, or many will not be prepared to
receive the light of the angel sent down
from heaven to lighten the wi laic eanh with
Hi, glory. Do not think that you will be
found as vessels unto honor in the time of
the latter rain. to receive thc glory of God, if
you are lifting up your souls unto vanity,
speaking perverse things. in secrel chcrish-
ing roots of broughl from the
conference at Minneapolis. The frown of
God will certainly be upon every soul who
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Ordination ofWomen:
The Issue ThatWill Not Die

upon issue at the General Conference
session in Indianapolis.

Before the 1975 General Conference
session in Vienna, Austria, to which I was
a delegate, r had heard minor rumbles
concerning the ordination of women, but
had no idea of the Mohaven Council of
1973.
However, quite surprisingly, I was

catapulted into the debate before the 1975
General Conference session convened. A
number of ad hoc committees were estab-
lished to dialogue and make submissions
on important issues before every General
Conference session. Because I was presi-
dent of Columbia Union College, only a
mile away from the then headquarters of
the General Conference, I was probably
chosen over other college presidents to sit
on such committees because of my loca-
tion.

One such committee involved forty or
fifty people, many with denominational
background, but it included some laity,
under the chainnanship of one of the
General Conference vice-presidents. Af-
ter the preliminaries, the chainnan indi-
cated that there were four issues that
would be addressed by the committee, one
of which was the ordination of women. I
hoped that I would not be placed on that
committee. However, not only was I
placed upon that committee, but the chair-
man also turned to me and said, "Colin, I
want you to chair that committee." I pled
to be released from the assignment, but
the chainnan was adamant. I remember
praying, "Lord what will I do?" as I
walked to our assigned location along
with ten to twelve other members of the
larger committee who also had been as-
signed to this ad hoc subcommittee.

The chainnan's secretary had been
assigned to this committee and we quickly
gave her the responsibility of being our
secretary also. I told the committee that
the only way I knew we could address this

I T all started September 1973 at Camp This conclusion led to the issue of issue was to research the counsel given by
Mohaven, Ohio. A conference on women '5 ordination being placed upon Inspiration, a concept to which the com-
women's roles in the church was or- the agenda of the Annual Council of mittee members consented. So we divided

ganized under the leadership of the then October 1973. It is of no little significance the group in two, asking that one half
Biblical Research Institute director upon that this issue was introduced at the time research whatever could be established
the advice of certain General Conference when Elder Robert Pierson, the then Gen- from the Bible and the other half, what
leaders. It was the theologians who eral Conference president, supported by might be determined from the Spirit of
seemed to have opened the door to the the then editor of the Review and Herald Prophecy. I suggested that those dealing
proponents urging the ordination of (now Adventist Review) Elder Kenneth with the Spirit ofProphecy take advantage
women. At Camp Mohaven they reported Wood, was seeking to bring a mighty of the White Estate staff to research any
that "the Bible neither advocates nor pro- revival and reformation to the Seventh- information that they could discover on
hibits the ordination of women to the day Adventist Church. Subsequently, the this topic. We must keep in mind that this
ministty, and that the issue was therefore issue has been presented a number of was long before the advent of the CD
one of church policy and administration." times before the Annual Council, and in ROM in which all the writings of the
Adventist Affirm, Fall 1989,42. 1990 it became perhaps the most focused- Spirit of Prophecy are available.

1=============
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The determination of the feminist movement
within the Seventh-day Adventist Church has

been unrelenting. I attended the 1990 Annual
Council where feminists placarded the meeting hall
with their signs demanding women's ordination.

After several hours of research we
reconvened. Those researching the Bible
had concluded that there was no evidence
of women's ordination in the Bible. Those
searching the Spirit ofProphecy presented
one statement for our consideration,
"Women who are willing to consecrate
some of their time to the service of the
Lord should be appointed to visit the sick,
look after the young, and minister to the
necessities of the poor. They should be set
apan for this work by prayer and laying
on of hands." Review and Herald, July 9,
1895. It will be noted that it was pan-time
service, and that it was in the context of an
article dealing with how laity should sup-
pon the work of the minister. While the
passage in no wise refers to ordination of
ministers, and frequently laying on of
hands is not associated with ordination
(for example, the laying on of hands for
the sick), nevertheless, the subcommittee
recommended to the full committee that
consideration be given to the ordination of
women to the office of deaconess. The
subcommittee pointed out that there was
no divine counsel to suppon the ordina-
tion of women as either elders or pastol'S.

I was not prepared for the hostile
response to the report when it was read.
The chairman, addressing his secretary
who had read the repon, said, "I did not
put you on that committee to bring that
kind of repon back." Then with a high
degree of firmness he said, "This is the
way we are going; we must move towards
the ordination of women elders." Iwas no
less shocked when I gave a shon speech in
which I pointed out that we could not
follow the customs that were taking place
in the world. I explained that it was the
custom in the Middle East at the time of
the establishment of the Israelite nation, to
ordain priests and priestesses. It was true
of Egyptian paganism, and it was true of
Canaanite pagans surrounding the Israel-
ite nation. I pointed out that having female
gods and female priestesses was pan of
the concept of the balancing of the cosmic
forces in the universe that underpin the
whole theology of paganism. It was the
same theology that promoted the balanc-
ing of good and evil, of truth and error.
This theology is an anathema to the God
of the universe. Thus, I was nonplused
when the ministerial director of the Gen-
eral Conference said, .. I do not care
whether it comes from paganism or not;
we are moving in that direction....

Shonly thereafter a vote was taken,
and I was flabbergasted that only one
other man besides myself voted against

the recommendation to pursue further the
issue of the ordination of women elders.
What had happened to the rest of my
committee that bad voted unanimously
less than an bour before to suppon the
repon we had presented? It would appear
that the few emotive words from two high
officials in the General Conference were
worth more than anything we could find
in the Bible or in the Spirit of Prophecy.
At that point in time I knew the obvious

direction in which we were moving. Un-
questionably, my surprise was heigbtened
by the fact that I had considered these men
to be two of the most conservative leaders
in the General Conference of that era.

This exercise and other subsequent
events have convinced me that the battle
concerning women's ordination is not be-
tween different understandings of passages
ofScripture orof the Spirit ofProphecy, but
between those who base their faith and
practices securely upon the Word of Inspi-
ration, and those wbo are willing to follow
the flawed concepts of society and the
honed arguments of human reasoning.

Since then, the determination of the
feminist movement witltin the Seventh-
day Adventist Churcb has been unrelent-
ing. I attended the 1990 Annual Council
where feminists placarded the meeting
hall with their signs demanding women's
ordination. Some publicly declared that
the decision on this issue would determine
if their tithes will be returned to the
denomination. These are pressures that
many leaders seem impotent to resist.

What Does Inspiration Say?

We recognize that the Scriptures do
not speak directly of ordaining women.
However, we can see throughout Scrip-
ture God ordaining men to fill the priestly
role. As the husband is the head of the
family, so man is the natural leader of
families in a church congregation.
"For tltis cause left I thee in Crete, that

thou shouldest set in order the things that

are wanting, and ordain elders in every
city, as I had appointed thee: if any be
blameless, the busband of one wife, bav-
ing faithful children not accused of riot or
unruly." Titus 1:5-6.
"But I would bave you know, that the

bead of every man is Christ; and the bead
of the woman is the man; and the head of
Christ is God." I Corintltians II :3.

"Let the woman learn in silence with
all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to

teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,
but to be in silence. For Adam was first
formed, then Eve. And Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression. Notwithstanding
she shall be saved in childbearing, if they
continue in faith and cbarity and holiness
with sobriety." 1 Timothy 2: 11-15.

"Unto the woman he said, I will
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy con-
ception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire sball be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee."
Genesis 3: 16.

"In the creation, God had made ber
[Eve] the equal of Adam. Had they re-
mained obedient to God-in barmony
with His great law of love-they would
ever bave been in harmony with each
other; but sin had brought discord, and
now their union could be maintained in
harmony preserved only by submission on
the pan of the one or the other. Eve had
been the first in transgression; and she had
fallen into temptation by separating from
her companion, contrary to the divine
direction. It was by her solicitation that
Adam sinned, and she was now placed in
subjection to her husband." The Adventist
Home, 115.

Althougb "there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus"
(Galatians 3:28), it seems that God bas
given different roles to men and women.
Society bas lowered the role of the mother
by making other activities more imponant
than taking care of her children. However,
women must not think of themselves as
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Some of the same issues that were strongly
advocated in the women's rights movements

of the 1860s are also strongly advocated today,
but the feminist movement in this day and age has
gone well beyond its goals of the 1860s.

inferior because the man is the head of the
family, for Christ-while He was equal
with the Father-submitted Himself to
His Father as a servant. rccognizing His
Falher as His head. Sec Philippians 2:6-9;
I Corinthians 11:3.
"Eve had been perfcctly happy by her

husband's side in her Eden home; but, like
restless modem Eves, she was nattercd with
the hope of entering a higher sphere than that
which God had assigned her. tn attempting to
rise above her original position, she fell far
below it. A similar result will be reached by
all who arc lUlwilling to take up cheerfully
their life duties in tlccordancc with God's
plan." Ibid.

Although Inspiration docs not ordain
women to be the spiritual head, there are
numerous appeals to women as well as
men to assist the church in many aspccts
of mcdical and spiritual ministry.

The Fcminist Movement

For almost six ihou.sand years Goel's
people have resisted thc pagan example, bu.t
in this age of ecul1lcnisl1l, and Satan's final
deceptions, many churches have capitulated.
Now it seems that our beloved world church
is on the verge of such a decision. Sister
White has m'lde thc situation as plain as it
could be made: "111OSC who feel calledoulto
join thc movemcnt in favor of women's
tights and the so-called dress rdonn might as
well sever all connection with the 111ird
angel's lllC5.o;;age. The spirit which attend., 111C
one cannot be in hamlony with the othcr."

vol.1, 457.

Some of the salllc issues that were
strongly advocated in the women's rights
movcments of the 18605 are also strongly
advocated loclay, but the feminist move-
ment in this day and age has gone well
beyond its goals of the 1860s. Women's
ordination to church leadership has bcen
strongly debated and achieved in quite a
few Protestant denominations. This issue

was underscored by an observation in an
Australian newspapcr, "The reappraisal
of instiltllionalized religion by feminist,
and feminist-influenced church, syna-
gogue and mosquc-goers has been under-
way in its present form for thirty ycars.'·
Sydney Moming Herald, August 27,
1987. The article then went on lo quolc
from Australia's only woman theologian,
'. She sees the Scriptures as being so con-
ditioncd by the patriarchal nature of socie-
ties at thc timc thaI they were written, that
their language and their underlying as-
sumptions aboul society arc. . sexist. I
suppose ule Bible is going to have to be
phased it is a post cultural language."

Such observations surely should nOI be
ignorcd by a people who declare that thcy
have <'lccepted the Bible as the only basis
for their f;;lith and practice.

Feminism in Advcntism

Therc have been serious efforts to
oppose the tragic intrusion of feminism in

the Seventh-day Adventist Church. In
1987 the women's ordination issue was
the basis of the establishmcnt of a new
publication, Advemis/ Affirm. The first
edition asked many of the important ques-
tions related to thc women's ordination
issue, with excellent biblical responses.

In Ihc fall of 1989, a whole issue of
Adveflfi"\'/ Alfirm was ngnin givcn over to
an in-dcpth study of the issues. Some of
our best-known Biblc-based writers con-
tributcd. including the late Dr. Gerhard
Hascl, Dr. C. Mervyn Maxwell, Laurel
Damstcegt, Dr. Gordon Hyde, Dr. Mer-
cedes Dyer, and Dr. C. Raymond
Sister Dmnstccgt gavc a most hcart-rend-

Pressure From the North American Division

THE groundwork that has accomplished the goals of tbe
North American Division, allowing it to excrt powerful

pressure upon the world church in regard to the ordination of
women elders and pastors, was achieved at councils and
committees dominated by North American Division repre-
sentatives where there was little representation from overseas
divi ions, which represent 90 percent of our church member-
ship.

At the Spring Council of 1975, action was taken to accept a
submission entilled "Role of Women in the Church" which
foreshadowed later moves toward the ordination of women as
elders and pastors. The Spring Council is heavily dominated by
North American representatives, with few representatives from
overseas divisions. Thus the decision could not be considered a
tmly worldwide church decision.

At the Annual Council of 1984, it was voted: "(I) To
reaffim1 the Spring Meeting action on the Geneml Conference
Commillee of 1975 Role of Women in the Church.... (2) To
advise each division that it is free to make provision as it may
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deem necessary for the election and ordination of women as
local church elders." The Annual Councils, like the Spring
Councils, are also dominated by North American presence,
including Geneml Conference representatives, North American
Division representatives, North American Division union and
local conference, college, hospital, and publishing presidents.
Once again the decision essentially ignored the input of duJy-
elected delegates from around the world.

Of deep concern is that none of these actions were voted at
tbe 1975, 1980, or 1985 General Conference sessions, wbich
vote alone could represent the voice of the world church. Thus
until the 1990 Geneml Conference session, the major actions
were made by councils can isting primarily of North America
Division representatives.

Of special significance were the 1975 Spring Council
meetings. As quoted in Adventist Febmary 1995,
14-15, the action taken stated "tilat in hartnony witi1the spirit
and intent of ... the Annual Counsel 1974 action ... the greatest
discretion and caution be exercised in the ordaining of women to



The church's authority is derived, not
inherent. As long as the church is faithful to

the Bible, its authority is without question. But
when it is no longer faithful to the Bible, its
authority must be questioned.

ing report abollt one of the many women
ordination consultations; this particular
conference was held in Cohutta Springs.
Jul)' 1989. In the rcpon she described a
hastily prepared and discussed compro-
mise that led to a flawed decision. The
compromise, one which waS eventually
voted at the 1990 General Conference
session, was that womcn would not bc
ordained, but that the)' would be able to
function fully as ministers, fulfilling the
same rolc as male ministers, including
baptizing, dedicating, marrying. conduct-
ing funerals. and so on. It is hard to
undcrst.md the naiveness of most of thosc
who cast votes for these compromise solu-
tions. Feminists will not be satisfied until

they achieve the whole ordination proc-
ess. This vote took them one step closer to
their ultimate goal.

Lei us look at the development of this
feminist equality movement. Its history is
little different from the man)' fallen
churche,''; of Protestantism. I) In large lib-
eral churches. a woman was firsl ap-

pointed, nOI as a Bible worker. but 1O lhe
pastoral staff. 2) Evcntuall), she was
called p.lstOr. 3) Next she was ordained as
a 10",11 church cider. 4) She was then
given approv'll to pcrfonn the same func-
tions as an ordained pastor. And tinally,
5) she will be ordained as a minister.

It is perceptive to note the way the
arguments run. When the pressure is to
allow the women to perform lhe same
functions as a minister, the assurance is
givcn lhat thb is nOl ordination. But later,
because she is fulfilling the same func-
tions as a minister, it is argued that she is
fulfilling these functions, therefore she
should be ordained a minister. It seems
that many people have little perception of

the long-term conscqucnces or short-term
compromi!:ics.

A number of authors have thought to
address the problems of women's ordina-
tion. Recently. Raymond Holmes dis-
cussed the deeper implications of
women's ordination in his perceptive
book The Tip ojan Iceberg. In his book,

Dr. Holmes places the issue in the contexl
of church authority. He says, "The institu-
tional authority of the church can never
supersede the Word of God. The church's
authority is derived, not inherent. As long
as the church is faithful to the Bible, its
authority is without question. But when it
is no longer faithful to the Bible. its
authority must be questioned. Adventists
believe in the infallibilit)' of the Scrip-
tures, not in the infallibility of administra-
tors. clergy. educators, theologians. per-
sonal experience, committees. or councils
of the church.

uThe pastoml office i:lnd the Word of
God cannot be separated from each olher.
If the office is separated from the Word,
the office has no valid existence. The
priestly (servant) role of the ministry can-
not be separated from the prophetic (re-
proof) role. When the minister ceases to
be a prophet, that is to say a preacher of
the truth of the Word, the ministcr may
continuc to be recognized as but no
longer holds the office of the Word. The
minister may have Institutional (luthority
but docs not have divine authority. and the
institutional church where ministry is not
in harmony wilh the Word docs not have
divine authority to lay hands of ordination
upon anyone:' C. Raymond Holmes. The
71p aJal/lceberg. 40.

Conceming the ordination of women
Holmes said, .. We have seen that in
Christian society women were given their
rightful places as established al Creation,
and lhat Christian society served to con-

COlllinut.:d on page 30

the office of local elder, counsel being sought in all cases b)' the
local conference/mission from the union and division commit-
tees before proceeding."

It will be noted that the delegat did not vote on whether or
not the ordination of women was biblical. The Council assumed
its validity. but recognizing the opposition of many of the
overseas divisions, tried to make it more paJatable to the
overseas divisions by urging great caution. 1t will be noted that
tbese divisions had little input into the matter, especially when
we recognize that most of these divisions at that time had
American presidents as their representatives at the Spring
Council.

Our North American Division president has concluded that
"the church crossed the theological bridge when we voted to
recognize the ordination of women as local elders." Ibid. But
we did not cross the biblical bridge of divine counsel. And this
so-called theological bridge-crossing wa never done at a
General Conference in full worldwide session.

Once taking these irregular actions. the presenl North
American Division president then uses them, and the fact that
DOW there are well over l,()(X) women elders serving in North

America, to justif), dle ordination of women pastors. "This
decision [Spring Council 1975] b)' the GC to vest in the
divisions the authorit)' to make a decision on ordination could
be seen as precedent-setting." Ibid.

The North American Division president then makes the
ominous statement, .... There is no turning back." Ibid.

If we cannot tum back from a wrong decision, we are in a
terrible dilemma. I not onl)' believe that we can have the moraJ
and spiritual strength to tum back, I also believe we must rum
back. The Jews returning from Bab)'lonian captivity accom-
plished a mueh more difficult refonn. The)' put awa)' their
heathen wives under the instruction of Ezra and Nehemiah. See
Ezra chapter 10; Nehemiah 13:23-28. Cannot God's remnant
church tum back from its past mistake of ordaining women
elders? I believe we must.

I urge our worldwide representatives at the 1995 General
Conference session not onl)' to reject the Nonh Ameriean
recommendation on the ordination of women pastors, but also
to seek a vote to reverse the decision to ordain women elders, an
issue that has never been addressed at a General Conference in
worldwide session. 0
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The Issue ofNaboth's Vineyard
THE Bible record contains informa-

tion portraying the events of
earth's history which will confront

God's church in this final hour. Ellen
White confirms this truth many times:

"Each of the ancient prophets spoke
less for their own time than for ours, so their
prophesying is in force for us. 'Now all
these things happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are written for our admo-
nition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come.' I Corinthians 10:11. 'Not unto
themselves, but unto us they did minister
the things, which are now reported unto you
by them that have preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven; which things the angels desire to
look into.' I Peter I: 12.
"The Bible has accumulated and

bound up together its treasures for this last
generation. All the great events and sol-
emn transactions of Old Testament his-
tory have been, and arc, repeating them-
selves in the church in these last days."
Selected Messages, book 3, 338-339.

When, through the eyes of faith, we
accept the" events and transactions" re-
corded within the Bible narrative as ad-
monition for those at the end of the
world, seemingly mundane or insignifi-
cant passages can take on serious impli-

cations. It is this type of passage which is
preserved in the story of Naboth's vine-
yard in 1 Kings 21.

Mrs. White addresses Naboth's story
in Prophets Qild Kings, 204, in a chapter
titled, 'The Fall of the House of Ahab."
Mrs. White identifies the story of Naboth
as the close of probation for the house of
Ahab. Naboth's personal test and crisis
was initiated by Ahab, at the time when
Ahab had completely given himself over
to the spirit of selfishness.

"Naturally of a covetous disposition,
Ahab, strengthened and sustained in
wrongdoing by Jezebel, had followed the
dictates of his evil heart until he was fully
controlled by the spirit of selfishness."
Prophets and Kings, 204.

Naboth's character stood in striking
contrast to Ahab's as he refused to sell his
vineyard to the selfish king. Unlike Esau, to
him, his birthright was morc important than
life itself. When monetary enticement
failed, Jezebel displayed her character by
circumventing God's law through false-
hood, threats, and finally murder. When
Naboth testified of his faith and obedience
by pouring out his blood, Elijah appeared
on the scene to announce that Ahab and
Jezebel had closed their probation. As we
carefully analyze this story to ascertain the

information relating to our generatiolJ this
passage bears a solemn warning to us all.

Jezebel represents the corrupting in-
fluence of Babylon upon God's church:

.. Notwithstanding I have a few things
against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my
servants to commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave
her space to repent of her fornication; and
she repented not. Behold, I will cast her
into a bcd, and them that commit adultery
with her into great tribulation, except they
repent of their deeds. And I will kill her
children with death; and all the churches
will know lhat I am he which searcheth
the reins and hearts: and 1will give unto
everyone of you according to your
works." Revelation 2:20-23.

Ahab represents leadership of a
church which has conformed to the influ-
ence of Jezebel, rather than to the influ-
ence of God:

"The influence ofJezebel overAhabwas
greater than the influence of the Spirit of
God, however powerful and convincing the
evidence from heaven." The Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7A, 1033.

"I was carried back to the time ofAhab.
God would have been with Ahab if he had
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When a leader rejects the influence of
God's Spirit, in his position of

responsibility he can do nothing else than to
manifest the character of Satan's spirit.

walked in the counsel of Heaven. But Ahab
did not do this. He married a woman given
to idolatry. Jezebel had more power over
the king than God had. She led him into
idolatry, and with him the people." Ibid.

When a leader rejects the influence of
God's Spirit, in his position of responsi-
bility he can do nothing else than to
manifest the character of Satan's spirit.
Ahab represents an unholy" kingly power."

.. Just as soon as man is placed where
God should be, he loses his purity, his
vigor, his confidence in God's power.
Moral confusion results, because his pow-
ers become unsanctified and perverted. He
feels competent to judge his fellowmen,
and he snives unlawfully to be god over
them." Testimonies to Ministers, 376.

"It is not in the order of God that any
man, or any class of men, should assume
that God has made them conscience for
their brethren, or put forth their finite
hand in a patronizing manner to control
the Lord's delegated workers, thus endan-
gering the safety of the Lord's heritage as
well as their own, and retarding the work
of God. God does not confine Himself to
one man, or to a set of men, through
whom 10 accomplish His work, but says
of all, Ye 'are laborers together with
God.' This means that every believing
soul should have a part to act in His sacred
work, and every individual believer in
Jesus Christ is 10 manifest to the world a
symbol of Christ's sufficiency, to repre-
sent to His church the higher laws of the
future immortal world, and in obedience
to the mandates of Heaven that are with-
out parallel, they should reveal a depth of
knowledge independent of human inven-
tions." Ibid., 208-209.
The setting of Naboth's story is a

church which has been corrupted by the
idolatry of Babylon and which seeks to
enforce arbitrary control through the exer-
cise of kingly power, as symbolized by
the marriage of Ahab and Jezebel. The
slOry takes place in the city of Samaria,
Ahab's capital and palatial city. The city
represents the church which Jezebel is
influencing and Ahah is ruling:

"Not only did Ahab introduce Baal
worship at the capital city, but under the
leadership of Jezebel he erected heathen
altars in many 'high places,' where in the
shelter of surrounding groves the priests
and others connected with this seductive
form of idolatry exerted their baleful influ-
ence, until well-nigh all Israel were follow-
ing after Baal." Prophets and Kings, 114.

The church, as represented by the city
of Samaria, was" well-nigh all" follow-

ing the teachings of Babylon. Into this
grave time of apostasy is lifted up the
faithfulness of Naboth.

Naboth's name means .... elevation,"
which not only describes how his character
stood out during this time of great darkness,
but also identifies how his enemies lifted
him up as the issue which was causing great
problems within the kingdom:

"And she wrote in the letters, saying,
Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high
among the people: and set two men, sons of
Belial, before him, to bear witness against
him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and

the king. And then carry him out, and stone
him, that he may die." I Kings 21:9-10.
The marginal reading for" set Naboth

on high," states" in the lOp of the people."
As Naboth is lifted up unto the people

we should prayerfully ask what specifi-
cally turned Naboth's vineyard into an
issue finalizing forever the destiny of
Ahab's household? Who are the" sons of
Belial?" What were the tactics used by
Jezebel against Naboth?

The record of Ahab's desire for the
vineyard is more profound when one rec-
ognizes what a vineyard represents:

"You have a special branch of the
work, which is your part of the vineyard to
cultivate according to your ability. And to
these men the Lord has given their work.
They have another part of the vineyard to
cultivate. They are not fitted to do your
work, neither are you fitted to do their
work. To every man is given his work
according to his ability. They must work in
their line, and you must work in your line.
They are not required to do your work; you
are not required to do their work....

,.When God commanded the tabernacle
to be built in the wilderness, each man's
work was assigned him. If he left his work
to engage in some other man's work, death
was the penalty. In setting up and taking
down the tabernacles, in moving from place
to place in the wilderness, the position each
was to occupy was plainly specified. Christ
was the invisible General of that company

of more than a million people, and there
were no haphazard, disorderly movements
made. Order, dispatch, and exactitude were
required of each one, at the post of duty
assigned him. This is an important lesson to
the church, and to every man whom God
has chosen to act a part in His great work.
No one is required to do another's work.
Each is to do the work assigned him with
exactness and integrity. The management
of that great church in their journeyings in
the wilderness symbolizes the management
ofthe church till the close of earth's history,
till we come into possession ofthe heavenly

Canaan." The Ellen G. White 1888Materi-
als, vol. 3, 1147-1148.

.. When a laborer is set in a certain
portion of the Lord's vineyard, his work is
given him as a faithful laborer together with
God to work that vineyard. He is not to wait
to be told at every point by human minds
what he must do, but plan his work to labor
wherever he is needed. God has given you
brain power to use. The wants of the
believers and the necessities of unbelievers
are to be carefully studied and your labors
are to meet their necessities. You are to
inquire of God and not of any living man
what you shall do. You are a servant of the
living God, and not a servant of any man.
You cannot do the work of God intelli-
gently and be the shadow of another man's
thoughts and directions. You are under
God." Manuscript Releases, vol. 13,25.

Naboul's vineyard represents the spe-
cific work which the Lord had ordained
for Naboth to accomplish. Naboth did not
recognize this vineyard as simply his, but
as an inheritance from his fathers, which
God had commanded him to maintain:

"Naboth valued his vineyard highly
because it had belonged to his fathers, and
he refused to part with it. 'The Lord forbid
it me,' he said to Ahab, 'that I should give
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.'
According to the Levitical code no land
could be transferred permanently by sale
or exchange; every one of the children of
Israel must 'keep himself to the inheri-
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As Ahab sought to secure Naboth's
vineyard, we see illustrated a covetous

church leadership seeking to control a work
ordained by God to function within the church,
though not controlled or directed by its ruling
structure.

tance of the tribe of his fathers.' Numbers
36:7."' Prophels alld Killgs, 205.

Not only was Naboth's vineyard or-
dained by the Lord to be his specific work
to accomplish for the Lord, but Naboth's
vineyard was nlso located within the city.
Naboth's work was to be carried on within
the precincts of the city, which represents
a work within the church.

By God's design, Naboth's ministry
was his own possession to work. He was to

be in the church, but was to carryon his
work as lhe Lord speciried, not as the
leadership of the church diclated. Naboth
was to work his vineyard for the Lord,
regardless of whether the IC<Jdership was
walking with God, or walking with Baal.
Naboth 's vineyard clearly represents amin-
istry which God ordained to be within the
church, yet a work which is to be accom-
plished in a self-supporting fashion:
"If there arc whom the Lord

moves upon to give themselves to the
neg[ect.ed portions of the Lord's vineyard,
let no man seek to tum thel1l away from
their appointed work.... As you go out in
the highways and hedges, let no minister of
the gospel say unto you, 'Why do yc do
soT We have lor our example the ministry
of Christ in carth." Word,' of EllcOl/rage-
lJIent/o Self-sl.ljJfJorling Workers, 5, 11.

" Now I want to S£1.y, God has not put
any kingly power in our ranks to control
this or that branch of the work. The work
has been greatly restricted by the efforts to
control it in every linc. Here is a vineyard
presenting its barren places that have re-
ceived no labor. And if one should S{m1 out
to till these places in the name of the Lord,
unless he should get permission of the men
in ;;1 little circle of authority he would
receive no help. But Goel means that His
workers shall have help. If a hundred
should st::II1 out on a mission to the.<;;;e
destitute liclds, crying unto God, He would
open the way bctore thcm. Let me tell you,
if your heart is in the work, and you have
faith in God, you need not depend on the
sanction of any minister or any people; if
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you go right to work in the name of the
Lord, in a humble way doing what you can
to leach the truth, God will vindicate you. If
the work had not been so restricted by an
impediment hcre, ancl and impediment
thGre, and on the other side an impediment,
it would have gone forward in its majesty.
It would have gone in weakness at first, but
the God of heaven lives; the great Overseer
lives, the One who knew where Comclius
lived, and who appcaredlO him as an angel,

and declared to him, Your prayers and your
alms have COIllC up as a memorial before
God. And now do you send men for one
Simon, whosc sumame is Peter, who lives
with one Simon a tanncr. And he told him
the very place where Simon the tanner
lived. Theil the angel of the Lord went to
Peter, and prepared his mind for the recep-
tion of the Illen," 71le /888 MCller;als, vol.
4,1746.

Mrs, Whitc soundly authorizes sclf-
supporting work, as Moscs through the
Levitical code required Naboth to keep the
vineyard of his Sec Numbers 36:7.
As Ahab sought to securc Naboth's vinc-
yard, we scc illustrated a covetous church
1C<ldership seeking to control a work or-
dained by God to function within the
church, though controlled or directed by
its ruling structure. How Jczcbel and Ahab
pursucd their purposes is illuminating:

When Naboth refused to surrender his
work to the power of the king, a publicity
campaign was initiated through the pub-
lishing instrumentalities which bear the
"kings signeL" This campaign was moti-
vated by coveteousncss and sclf"ishness,
and established with falsehood. Naboth is
lifted up through the king's publishing
instruments and he is made to appear to be
the buming is.'me within the entire city.
This campaign continues unto the point
where a trial is sct up, and fnlse wimcsscs
arc called to givc false evidencc,

Two "sons of Belial" were brought
forward to bear false witness against
Naboth. Mrs. White identifies the "sons
of Belial" as mcn who hcld "sacred

olTice," but who in reality were "chil-
dren of Satan,"

" 'The sons of Eli were sons of Belial;
they knew not the Lord.' Yet in spite of
this, though utterly unfitted 1'01' the work
of God, they served in holy office; and
God was dishonored." Signs oj/he Times,
February 18, 1897,

,. Eli's sons chosc the false, the sensual,
the debased, instead of the true, thc pure,
and the holy, Thus they became sons of
Belial-children ofSatan. Standing, as they
did, in sacred office, the chosen exponents
of the divine will. mediators between aholy
God and repentant sinners, the course of
thc.<.;c wicked mon brought tcmptation lIpon
aliiseacl." Ibid., December I, 1881.

The presentation of false testimonies
in the prescilce of lhose within the city
describes a church trial. After the
many, Naboth was taken outside the city
where he was stoned. Naboth being taken
out of the city is representative of church
members being disfellowshiped from the
church. The stoning of Naboth represents
the casting of a votc,

-, He that hath an let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him
that overcometh will I give to cat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stonc a new name
ten, which no man knoweth saving he that
rccciveth it." Revclation 2: 17.

This" stone" which Christ promise::; to
the overcomer is translated from the Greek
word psephos and means a ballot, or a
verdict of acquittal, or n vote. Although this
word is not the word which is used to
describe Naboth being stoned, the act of
stoning an offender is clearly an act of legal
execution of justice throughoLit the Bible.
While Stephen was being stoned, Saul
stood by "consenting." When we disfcl-
lowship members from the church today
we arc stoning them in figure and type,

"Can we C<.lst the f"irst stone in con-
demnation of a brother, when God is
extending His mercy to tiS, and forgiving
our trespasses against Him?" 71te Home
Miss;OIlOlY, January I, 1892.

The story of Naboth solemnly points
out the specific actions of kingly power,
which has lost its discemmcnt through the
acceptance of Babylon '5 idols. In this
condition, motivntcd by selfishncss and
covetousness, this power determines to
control those within the city, who have
been raised lip by the Lord, to do a work
for the Lord; and who choose to retain
their ministry within the church, and yet
not submit their specific work to the
control of men who have no connection



Adventism's New View

Before we raise our hand in agreement
against the accused, we should be

absolutely sure that the vote we cast is as the
Lord would have us cast it.

in a position within God's church where
wc must cxercise the responsibility of
voting on one side of an issue or another,
let us fulfill Ollr sacred responsibility with
holy reverence and humility of mind.
estceming others as better than
and shunning every possibility of n::enact-
ing the attributes of Ahab and Jezcbel. 0

b..' found. :,in is offensive to God. and will
surely meet its punishment." Signs of the
Times. January 20. 1881 .

.. All of God's have a work to
do in His vineyard. In the church of God
no onc is to sct himself up in kingly power
and authority. 'All ye .Ire brethren.' ..
Bible Training School, May L 1903.

As Wl) solemncly contemplate the so·
bering message found in the story of
Naboth's vineyard, should we not rededi-
cate our lives to Christ with the samc
consecration whieh Nahoth demon-
strated? Naboth chose to his vote on
the side of the Lord"s revc,tled will. and
we too. may choose every day, moment
by moment, to place our vote. through the
exercise of OllT wills, on the Lord"s side of
the controversy. And if we find ourselves

and execute the penalty with impanial
justice.

.• Here arc lCS.')()ns which God's people
at the present day should take to heart.
There arc grievous sins indulged by indi-
vidual members of the church-covctcous-
ness, overreaching, deception, fmud, false·
hood, and many others. If thc.,;,;c sins arc

by those who have bel;11 placed in
authority in the church, the blessing of the
Lord is wilhheld from His people, and the

suffer with the guilty. -nlt:: officers
in the church should be eamcst, energetic
men. having a for God. and they should
take the prompt and thorough mea,,;-
ur....-s 10 condemn and corrt..'Ct these wrongs.
In this work they should aCI, not from
selfishness, jealousy, or ,x:rsonal prejudice,
hUI in all and lowliness of mind,

by Jeff Pippenger

This book concisely delineates the theological foundations
of Jack Sequeira and the 1888 Message Study Committee
and asks the questions the Study Committee refuses to
answer about their theological positions. It
brings to light the original message of 1888.
showing how it is still being resisted. and
how this resistance is being disgUised in the
most deceptive form to date.
Adventism's New View is a must read

for all Adventists concerned about the
many winds of doctrine now blOWing
through Adventism.
Order your copy for only $3.50. See page

3 for shipping and sales tax information.

with a sincere desire thtlt God may be
glorified. Inhumanity, false dealing, prt::-
varication, licentiousness. and other sins,
are not to be palliatcd or c."(cuscd; for they
will spL'Cdily demoralize the church. Sin
1l1<IY be called by false names, and glos..c;cd
ovt,;r by p1<llIsiblc excuse:, and prctended
good motives. but this doc."'; not lessen its
guilt in the sight of God. Wherever it may

with their work. other than that they arc all
citizens of Ihe city. After a f"lsilied pub-
licity campaign. a church tri'll is SCI up.
False witnes..c;;cs arc then brought against
the accused ministries, and they ,Ire then
di:::;fellowshipcd from the church at large.

As w..:: have dissected the story of
Naboth, the implications for Adventism
today arc sobering and solemn. Before WI.;

raise our hand in agreement against the
"ceuscd, we should be absolulely sure that
the vote we em,t is as the Lord would have
cast it. We should recognize that the

Lord ministries within God's remnant
church which work within the church, but
outside the parnmctcrs of thc dictates of
the conference But the mo:-:;t
sobering thought of th..:: story is the
climax of Naboth's story.

When the kingly power, which was
being directed by a church corrupted by
the influence of 8,lbylon, executed their
judgment on Naboth. immediately Elijah
appeared all the scene to pronouncc God's
judgment against that <:Iction, infonning
those involved that their probation was
closed:

.. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hasl Ihou
found me, 0 mine cncmy? And he an-
swered, I have found thee: because thou
hast sold thyself 10 work evil in the sight
of the Lord. Behold. I will bring evil upon
thee. and wiIJ take away thy posterity. and
will cut off from Ahab him Ihat pisscth
against the wall, and him that is shut up
and left in Israel, and will make thine
house like the house of Jeroboam the son
of Ncbal. und like the house of Baasha the
son of Ahijah, for the provocation where-
with tholl hast provoked me 10 anger. and
made Israc]to sin." I Kings 21 :20-22.

God forbid that the" solemn transac-
tion" of Naboth's vineyard will be ell-
acted oncc again in this carth's history. At
Ihe very least we should understand this
story as a warning exhibiting a
desire to rule our brethren. We should not,
however, usc this history uS an excuse to
evade dealing with sin in the church, but
as a call to with it righteously:

"The injunctions of God to the He-
bn.::ws should cause us to be filled with
horror at the thought or even unintention-
ally destroying a human life. But whl.;n
man is put to death by his fellowman, to
serve some selfish purpose-as Naboth
was slain that Ahab might obtain the
coveted vineyard-what honor, what an-
guish. should be felt by thosc who make
and cxecute the laws! How zealous should
be their efforts to ascertain the facts, and
then decide lht:: case with strict integrity,
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And This Gospel of the Kingdom . .. Part 3

Flesh
of Sinful

upon them hath the light shined." Isaiah
9:2.

Isaiah describes "The mighty God,"
the Ruler of the Universe, becoming the
Son of the fallen race." For unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace,"
Isaiah 9:6.

Inspiration says that prior to His
incarnation, Christ was eternal-without
beginning. Before His birth in Bethlehem,
Jesus had been the Eternal Word. See The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary,
vol. 7A, 445-446. From eternity He had
been a distinct person, (ibid., 440), one of
the three "eternal heavenly dignitaries."
Ibid., 442.

Nearly two thousand years ago the
angel announced to the shepherds of
Bethlehem that a Saviour had come. "And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Luke
2:10-11.

Joseph was instructed to name the Son
to be born to Mary of the Holy Ghost,
"Jesus," for He was to save the fallen race
not merely from the consequences of
Adam's and their other ancestors' rebel-
lion against God, but from their sins-
their personal rebellion. "And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins." Matthew 1:2 I.

.. Jesus came to this world to save His
people from their sins. He will not save us
in our sins, for He is not the minister of
sin." Signs of the Times, February 15,
1892.
Was Jesus of Nazareth in truth a Son

ofthe fallen race and can He really save us
from our sins-our rebellion? It behooves
us to be certain, for if Christ did not
become a son of the fallen race as was
prophesied regarding the Messiah, then
Jesus of Nazareth was not the true Mes-
siah and we must look elsewhere.

We are told, and rightly so, that the
humanity of Christ means everything to
us, and that the study of His incarnation
will be rewarding.
"The humanity of the Son of God is

everything to us. It is the golden chain that
binds our souls to Christ, and through
Christ to God. This is to be our study....
And the study of the incarnation of Christ
is a fruitful field, which will repay the

of God in the lake of fire, which ends in
eternal death.

We are told that" all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God." Romans
3:23. Every descendant of fallen Adam,
because of personal, willful choices to
participate in Adam'5 rebellion, is under
the condemnation of God's broken law.
Left to ourselves, we arc a race most
miserable and without hope. But, praise
God, He has not left us in the darkness of
despair.
The fallen human race has received a

Great Light. "The people that walked in
darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death,

Likeness
In the

As a consequence of Adam's sin,
each of his descendants has inher-
ited, among other things, a fallen

nature and separation from Divinity. OUf
fallen nature, left to itself, has no desire or
ability to do what is right in obedience to
God. Of itself, our fallen nature lacks
spiritual discernment and moral power to
do anything other than serve the desires of
self. When we come to a knowledge of
right-God's will-and knowingly choose
to disobey, we are in rebellion against
God and are willfully sinning. The willful
sinner carries a burden of personal guilt
that the justice of God requires be purged
from the universe by suffering the wrath

Vernon S arks
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Not once did EllenWhite confuse the issue by
stating that Orrist took an unfallen human

nature, or that He tookAdam's nature before the
Fall,

searcher who digs deep for hidden truth."
Selected Messages, book I, 244.

One of the principle reasons for Divin-
ity becoming man was to demonstrate that
man could obey God's law and thus to
help show that the law and God Himself
were holy, just, and good. But Christ
came to demonstrate morc than that sin-
less Adam could have kept God's law.
God became Jesus of Nazareth to disprove
Satan's claim that the fallen sons and
daughters of fallen Adam could not obey
His law.

"Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters of Adam to
keep the law of God, and thus charged
upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If
they could not keep the law, then there
was faull with the Lawgiver." Signs ofthe
Times, January 16, 1896.
Christ came" to show man that he can

do the same work, meeting every specifi-
cation of the requirements of God." Se-
lected Messages, book I, 21 I.

"Satan represents God's law of love
as a law of selfishness. He declares that
it is impossible for us to obey its pre-
cepts. ... Jesus was to unveil this decep-
tion. As one of us He was to give an
example of obedience." The Desire of
Ages, 24. All emphasis supplied unless
otherwise noted.
The only way Christ could have

proved Satan's claim false, was for Him to
take our fallen nature. We must conclude,
therefore, that Christ had to take the same
humanity with which fallen man struggles
against temptation and sin.

Inspiration agrees with this logical
conclusion. The prophetess, Ellen White,
in some thirty-two references, stated un-
equivocally that Christ took our sinful
nature. An example:

"Clad in the vestments of humanity,
the Son of God came down to the level of
those He wished to save. In Him was no
guile or sinfulness; He was ever pure and
undefiled; yet He took upon Him our
sinful nature. Clothing His divinity with
humanity, that He might associate with
fallen humanity, He sought to redeem for
man that which by disobedience Adam
had lost."' Review and Herald, August 22,
1907.

In some eighteen distinct references
God revealed to us through Ellen White
that Jesus took our fallen nature. An ex-
ample:

"It was in the order of God that Christ
should take upon Himself the form and
nature offallen man." Spiritual Gifts, vol.
4,115.

In more than three hundred references
the servant of the Lord used other wording
compatible with "sinful" or "fallen" to
state the same truth. An example:

"In Christ were united the divine and
the human-the Creator and the creature.
The nature of God, whose law had been
transgressed, and the nature ofAdam, the
transgressor, meet in Jesus-the Son of
God, and the Son of man." Lift Him Up,
345.

In 1915, in her final statement on this
subject, Ellen G. White said it both
ways-fallen and sinful:

.• He made Himself of no reputation,
took upon Himself the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of sinful
flesh . ... Sinless and exalted by nature,
the Son of God consented to take the
habiliments of humanity, to become one
with the fallen race. TIle eternal Word
consented to be made flesh. God became
man." Signs of the Times, January 5,
1915.

Not once did Ellen White confuse the
issue by stating that Christ took an unfallen
human nature, or that He took Adam's nature
before the Fall.

Like us, Christ inherited diminished
physical strength, mental power, and
moral worth:

"Satan had pointed to Adam's sin as
proof that God's law was unjust, and
could not be obeyed. In our humanity,
Christ was to redeem Adam's failure. But
when Adam was assailed by the tempter,
none of the effects of sin were upon him.
He stood in the strength of perfect man-
hood, possessing the full vigor of mind
and body. He was surrounded with the
glories of Eden, and was in daily com-
munion with heavenly beings. It was not
thus with Jesus when He entered the
wilderness to cope with Satan. For four
thousand years the race had been decreas-
ing in physical strength, in mental power,
and in moral worth; and Christ took upon
Him the infirmities ofdegenerate human-
ity. Only thus could He rescue man from

the lowest depths of his degradation." The
Desire ofAges, I 17.

Human inheritance has given us the
wrong tendencies, perverted appetites,
and debased morals from at least the
preceding four generations of ancestors:

.. Wrong tendencies, perverted appe-
tites, and debased morals, as well as
physical disease and degeneracy, are
transmitted as a legacy from father to son,
to the third and fourth generation." Patri-
archs and Prophets, 306.

"Children generally have transmitted
to them as a legacy, the appetite and

passions of their parents, intensified."
Signs ofthe Times, July 1, 1880.

Christ accepted the results of the groat
law of heredity:
"It would have been an almost infinite

humiliation for the Son of God to take
man's nature, even when Adam stood in
his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted
humanity when the race had been weak-
ened by four thousand years of sin. Like
every child of Adam He accepted the
results of the working of the great law of
heredity. What these results were is
shown in the history of His earthly ances-
tors." The Desire ofAges, 49.

Christ'S lower powers or nature re-
ceived all of the evil tendencies that we
inherit

"Coming, as He did, as a man, to meet
and be subjected with all the evil tenden-
cies to which man is heir, working in
every conceivable manner to destroy His
faith, He made it possible for Himself to
be buffeted by human agencies inspired
by Satan, the rebel who had been expelled
from heaven." Leller K-303, 1903.

By not violating one principle of hu-
man nature, Christ could then be tempted
with our every temptation:

.. Christ declared, 'where stands Sa-
tan's throne, there shall stand My cross,
the instrument of humiliation and suffer-
ing. No single principle of human nature
willi violate. Clothing My divinity with
humility, I will endure every temptation
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Before Adam fell, there was in him no
corrupt principles or tendencies to evil, but

with Christ's fallen, lower human nature it was
different.

when;with nHlIl is besct." Manllscript
leas('s. vol. 5. 114.

Before Adam fell. there was in him no
corrupt or tcndencies to evil,
blll with Christ's fallcn, lower human
naturc it was different:

.. Adam was temptcd by the cnemy,
and he fell. It was not indwelling sin
which caused him to for God made
him pure and upright, in His own image.

He was as faultles.s as the angcls before
the throne. There wen:: in him no corrupt
principles, no tendencies to evil. But when
Christ camc to mcct the temptations of
Satan, Hc bore 'thc likencss of sinful
flesh.' .. Sigl/s 71l11es, October 17,
1900,

In spite of having all the strength of
the passion of humanity Christ nevcr did
yield to temptation:

., He left the glories of heaven. and
clothed His divinity with humanity, and
subjected Himself to sorrow. and shame,
and reproach, abuse, denial. and crucifix-
ion, Though He had all tlte strengtlt oj/lte
passion oj/mll/anil)', nCver did He.:: yield to
temptalion to do lhat which was not pure
and elevating and cnnobling:' Ibid.. 0-
vember 21, 1892,

Inheriting in our lower powers the
evil. as well as the good passions of
humanity. though in need of transfom1a-
tion at thc time of glorification. docs not
make us corrupt or guilty sinners. The.::
corrupt tendcncics of the lower powcrs do
not causc cormption unless wc yield to
their tcmptation. Only the cherishing of,
or the yielding to, unholy passions or
corrupt lcndencics by our high(:r powers
results in sin. guilt, corruption, Hild per-
sonal condcmnation. Christ had a fallen
human nature with corrupt tendencies of
His lower powers, but His nature would
not be corrupted unlc..<.>s He Himself par-
ticipatcd in sin:

"The divinc nature. combined with
the human, made Him capable of yielding
to Satan's temptations. Here the test' to
Christ was far greater than that of Adam
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and Eve, for Christ look our naturc, fullen
but not corruptcd, and would not be cor-
ruptcd unless He the words of
Satan in the place of the words of God:'
Mal/I/script Releases, vol. 16, 182-183.
Emphasis in the original.

The chi Idrcn brought to Jesus to be
blessed were innoccnt and uncorrupted.
along with Jesus. cven though they, and
Christ. had our same inherited passions:

"The church is composed of men and
women who have thc same nature. the
same disposit ions, as did the littlc childrcn
who were broughl to Christ. The members
of our churches are composed of persons
who have like impulses. who manifest the
likes and dislikcs. who display the sallie
passions, as did llle children who upon
receiving Christ werc to compose His
heavenly kingdom.

,. How appropriate it was that these
children should be brought to Christ for
His intercession and blessing! They were
types of what the members of His church
should become, The children of God arc
to possess the humility, the loving trust,
thc teachable spirit, tlte innocence. uncor-
rupted by worldly deception. that were
possessed by the little children.

"111e words of Christ encourage par-
ents 10 bring their little ones to Jesus.
They may be and possess pas-
sions like tltose oj /UtnUmily. but this
should not dctcr us from bringing thcm 10
Christ. He blessed children that were pos-
scs....;cd of passions like His 0\\'11. ,. Signs of
the Tillles, April 9. 1896,

Inspiration is clem-Christ inherited
through His mother Mary the sinful nature
that other children of Adam inherit. His
fallcn human nature, with its inherited
physical, mcntal. and moral weaknesses,
has been ponrayed as a grapevine needing
outside support and strength to enable it to
reach towmd heaven:
"The fallen nature of man is like the

vine's tcndrils grasping the stubble and
rubbish," MQII/lScripf Releases. vol. 17,
27,

.. 'I am the true vinc: He says. John
15:1. Instead of choosing the graceful
palm. the lofty cedar. or the strong oak.
Jesus takes the vinc with its clinging
tendrils to represent Himsclf. The palm
tree, the cedar, and lhe oak stand .
They require no support. But the vine
entwines abolll the trellis, and thus climbs
heavenward. So Christ in His humanity
was dependent upon divine power. 'I can
of mine own self do nothing; He dc-
clared, John 5:30," Tlte Desire oj Ages,

An even morc graphic symbol was
used by Christ to represent to the children
of Israel in the wildemcss-His prophe-
sied coming to this earth in the likeness of
sinful flesh. The sinful nature which
Christ took was portrayed by a serpent,
the symbol of Satan:

.. And the Lord said unto Moses. Makc
thcc a fiery serpent. :Uld set it upon a pole:
and it shall come 10 pass, that every one
thai is bitten, when he looketh upon iI,
shall live. And Moscs 11l<lde <l scrpent of
brass. and put it upon a pole, and it came
to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any
man, when he behelcllhc serpcnt of brass,
he lived," Numbers 21 :8-9.

.. What a strange symbol of Christ was
that likencs." or the serpl..::nts which stung
thcm! This symbol was lifted on a pole,
and they wcre to look to it and be healed.
So Jesus was made in the likeness of
sinful flesh. He crime as the sin-bearer."
Tlte Ellen G, Wltite 1888 Materiols, vol. 4,
1451.

,. As the image made in the likeness of
the dcstroying serpcnts was lifted up for
their healing, so One made 'in the likcncs.....
of sinful nesh' waS to be their Redeemcr.
Romans 8:3." Tlte Desire oj Ages. 174-
175,

Adam's sinles..c.; nature was not subject
to dcmh, Only his post-Fall. sinful nature
was subject to death. A major reason why
Christ took Adam's post-Fall, sinful na-
ture was in order that He could die in the
place of sinful man:

., Christ saw man's fcarful danger, and
He delennincd 10 save him by the sacri-
fice of Himself. That He might accom.-
plish His purposc of love for lhe fallen
race, He became bonc of our bonc and
flesh of our flesh. 'As thc children mc
partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the sallie; that
through death he might dcstroy him that
Iwd the power of death. that is, the devil;
and deliver them who Ihrough fear of
death were all their Iifelime subject to
bonclage. . Wherefore in all things it



behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren.' Hehrews 2: 14-15, 17..' Refleo·
ing Chrisf, 17.

"This love was manifested, but it can-
not be comprehended by monal man. II is
a mystery too deep for the human mind to
fathom. Christ did in reality unite the
offending nature of with His own
sinless mHuTc, because by this act of
condescension, He Il'ould be enabled 10
pOllr 0111 His blood in behalf of the fallen
race:' Manuscript Releases, vol. 17. 26.

Paul summarizes lnspiration by slat-
ing that Christ came in the likeness (not
unlikeness) of sinful flesh, thus enabling
Him by a life of victory over sin 10
condemn sin in mankind's fallen nature:

.. For what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God send-
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
nesh." Romans 8:3.

We can rest assured that Jesus of
Nazareth was and is no sham. Heaven
gave Him-the etemal Son of God-to

the fallen mee to be the etemal Son of
Man:

,. By His life and His death, Christ has
achieved even morc than recovery from
the ruin wrought through sin. II was Sa-
tan's purpose to bring about an ctcOlal
separation between God and m'lIl; but in
Christ we bccome more closely united to
God than if had nevcr fallen. tn taking
our nmure, thc Saviour has bound Himself
to humanity by a tie that is never to be
broken. Through the ctemal ages He is
linked with us. ·God SO loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son.· John
3: 16. He gave Him not only to bear our
sins, and to die as our sacrifice; Hc gave
Him to the fallen race. To assure us of His
immlllHble counsel of peace, God gave
His only-begottcn Son to become one of
the human family, forever 10 retain His
human nature. This i!'> the pledge that God
will fullill His word. 'Unto liS a child is
bam, ulllO us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder.'
Isaiah 9:6. God has adopted human nature

in the person of His Son, and has carried
the same into thc highcst heaven. It is the
'Son of man' who shares the throne of the
universe. It is the 'Son of man' whose
name shall be called, 'Wonderful, Coun-
selor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.' Isaiah 9:6.
The I Am is the Daysman between God
and humanity, laying His hand upon both.
He who is 'holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners,' is not ashamed to
call us brethren. Hebrews 7:26; 2: II. In
Christ the family of earth and the family
of heaven are bound together. Christ glo-
rified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined
in humanity. and humanity is enfolded in
the bosom of Infinite Love." The Desire
ofAges. 25-26. Emphasis in the original.

Indeed, Christ came in the likeness of
sinful nesh. We will flext search to dis-
cover how Christ related to His fallen
human nature in a way that enabled Him
to live without sin. and thus become in-
d{.."Cd our Example in all things. 0

Omega D: God's Church at the Brink
A new book by Lewis K. Walton
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But suddenly Adventists become confused about what they believe.
New Age ideas like mysticism and mind control mysteriously appear.
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And powerful forces, bent on changing Adventism,

try to wrest control from church leadership.

Impossible?
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again - just before the Advent.
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shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto [us]: whom the heaven
must receive until the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began." Acts 3:19-21.

But unlike him, who saw in person the
promised Redeemer at His fITSt coming,
many of our people, who have looked for-
ward to seeing Him as He is (I John 3:2),
have been laid in their dusty graves, along
with their expectation that the blessed hope
would become a reality in their lifetime.

It is up to us to prepare the way for the
latter rain and to reflect perfectly God's

answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is
folly and shame unto him." Proverbs 18:13.

Eatonville, Washington, May 1995

Dear Delegate to the 1995 World Session
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists:

Sobering
Thoughts
fora

Delegate

I N LESS than three months, God will-
ing, you will be attending the fifty-
sixth session of the General Confer-

ence of Seventh-day Adventists, which
will be held in the city of Utrecht, Hol-
land.

I respectfully and prayerfully invite you
to ponder with me the solemnity and the
sacredness of your office as a delegate to the
church's convocation. Consider the dreams
and the expectations, as well as the concerns
and the fears, of thousands of fellow Sev-
enth-day Adventist believers who, for quite
some time, have stood for historic Adven-
tism.

Contrary to the way some people in
high office, moved by a zeal without
knowledge, have systematically and nega-
tively portrayed our intentions and mo-
tives toward our beloved church, the edi-
tors ofOur Firm Foundation have always
believed this" remnant church" (Seventh-
day Adventist Church) of Bible prophecy
has been brought into existence by the
calling of the Lord, and we look for its
fmal triumph in purity shortly before the
second coming of Christ.

Please listen to the cry of our souls in
behalf of the ministry, our church Oeaders
and laity), and its prosperity and eternal
welfare. Please also take time to give us the
benefit of the doubt, tearing down the walls
ofprejudice, animosity, and indifference. Let
us all follow the advice of Nicodemus:
"Doth our law judge any man, before it hear
him, and know what he dooth?" John 7:51.
Let us heed this wise counsel: "He that

How Many More World Sessions?

Fellow believer in the faith once given
to the saints, five years have gone by since
we last met in Indianapolis, where we all
said the traditional phrase: "May this
session be our very last one." Many of us,
like Simeon, have been "waiting for the
consolation of Israel." Luke 2:25. We
have been expecting the glorious moment
"when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord; and he

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;1 Preston Monterrey I;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;
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character, which will equip us mightily
for proclaiming the loud cry and the news
of Christ's imminent return, thus bringing
our denominational world sessions to an
end.

Lamentably, some of our children and
grandchildren are presently asking:
"Where is the promise of his coming? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the begin-
ning." 2 Peter 3:4.

The present is also a time when many
saints in God's remnant church aTe
grieving because of the numerous in-
roads of worldliness, unbelief, and rebel-
lion prevailing in our midst. Rather than
admitting our backslidden condition and
our lack of willingness to reflect God's
character, which would hasten His sec-
ond coming, we preach, teach, and write
messages to justify our course of action
that has delayed Christ's return for well
over 100 years.

It seems at times that the powers of
injustice, prejudice, and alienation against
those who are called to lift up the banner
that makes us a distinct and a unique
people, have almost completely taken
control of some branches of our denomi-
national work. Many faithful and con-
cerned Adventists cry out in anguish: "0
Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have
mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, against which thou hast had indig-
nation?" Zechariah I: 12. "Spare thy peo-
ple, 0 Lord, and give not thine heritage to
reproach, that the heathen should rule
over them: wherefore should they say
among the people, Where is their God?"
Joel 2:17.

But praise be to the Father that He "is
not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance." 2 Peter 3:9.

We believe that God is still leading
His remnant church, the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, in spite of the politics that
increasingly control and shape the poli-
cies that have sadly alienated a significant
segment of Adventism. Even more, some
of these policies are opposed to the plain
and unequivocal principles in God's
Word and the Spirit of Prophecy, such as
in the following areas A) Administration,
B) Medical-Missionary Work, C) Evan-
gelism, D) Publications, E) Education.

Five years ago (May 1990), Hope Inter-
national prepared a special issue of Our
Firm Foundation that focused briefly on
each of these areas that deserve our urgent

I

attention. We must be truly serious about
receiving the latter rain, and fmishing the
commission that our Master gave us, and
for which He called US into existence. Since
that time, Hope has published a variety of
articles, books, and pamphlets bringing
before God's peeple a vast knowledge of
Heaven's principles. The purpose of this
work has been to correct our wrongs and
failures in order to help us carefully follow
His blueprint. Yet, we still persist in walk-
ing a path of apostasy (disobedience). Ac-
cording to God's Word through the prophet
Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 3:1-3), this course
of action has compelled our Creator to
withhold an immeasurable source of power
(the latter rain) from His church.

Blessings and Privileges Without
Commitment

The church has set a worldwide schedule
(6: 15 A.M.) to pray that God will bestow the
latter rain and the gift of the Spirit upon His
church. To pray for such an event is correct,
biblically speaking (see Zechariah 10: I;
Matthew 7:7; Luke 11:13), but it must al-
ways be combined with a fInD determination
and a fervent effort to fully obey the com-
mands of the Lord. The apostle Peter testified
to this prerequisite of receiving the Holy
Spirit when he said: "And we are his wit-
nesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that
obey him." Acts 5:32. Emphasis added. We
understand that this obedience is born out of
a faith relationship that works by love and
purifies the soul, (see Galatians 5:6), and
from a sense of gratitude for what the Re-
deemer has done in behalf of the believer.
SeePsalm 5: 11-12. Furthermore, this obedi-
ence (work), which is essential for salvation
(see Matthew 19:16-17), is performed by
Christ Himself (see Isaiah 26: 12; 1Thessalo-
nians 5:23-24; Hebrews 13:20-21), as
God's servants fully and daily surrender their
entire wills to the control ofHis divine Spirit.
See James 4:6; Romans 8:14.

To act differently can be spiritually
and potentially dangerous, on the basis'
that "God heareth not sinners." John
9:31. "He that turneth away his ear from
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be
abomination." Proverbs 28:9.

Furthermore, the Spirit of Prophecy
describes the vision of a company which
prayed to the Father for His Spirit, but did
not meet the first prerequisite to follow
the Lamb by faith into the Most Holy
Place and to keep their garments spotless.
Here is her account of what happened to
this company: "I turned to look at the

company who were still bowed before the
throne; they did not know that Jesus had
left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne,
trying to carry on the work of God. I saw
them look up to the throne, and pray,
'Father, give us Thy Spirit.' Satan would
then breathe upon them an urtholy influ-
ence; in it there was light and much
power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace.
Satan's object was to keep them deceived
and to draw back and deceive God's
children." Early Writings, 56.

You may ask yourselves, Why were
not love, joy, and peace present in this
company? These virtues are fruits of the
Holy Spirit; they are intrinsically related
with obedience to all God's will-a life
which is harmonious with the principles
of His character as they are revealed
through His holy law. Examples:

A) Love is the fulfilling of the law.
See Romans 13: 10 and compare with
Psalm 119:97, 113, 163.

B) Joy. "I delight to do thy will, 0 my
God: yea, thy law is within my heart."
Psalm 40:8. See also Psalm 119:77, 174.

C) Peace. "Great peace have they
which love thy law: and nothing shall
offend them." Psalm 119: 165. See also
Malachi 2:6.

Although Satan may have enough
power to make fire fall from heaven (see
Job 1:16; Revelation 13:13), and as
"prince of the power of the air" (Ephe-
sians 2:2), have the power to change
weather patterns and to cause destruction
afflicting the innocent (see Job 1:18-19),
neither Satan, nor his evil angels, nor the
wicked will ever be able to genuinely
express the fruits of God's spirit that are
given to those who obey the Lord. See
Acts 5:32.

Only when we are completely com-
mitted to following the Lord's counsels,
will our mighty Benefactor bestow His
blessings immeasurably upon us. There-
fore, let us prepare ourselves to enter by
faith into the Most Holy Place, into God's
presence.

Entering Into God's Presence

The prophet Isaiah conveyed the so-
lemnity of entering into the Shekinah,
God's presence, into the apartment where
Christ entered and presently ministers.
"Who among us shall dwell with the
devouring fire? who among us shall dwell
with everlasting burnings? He that
walketh righteously, and speaketh up-
rightly; he that despiseth the gain of
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from
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True love seeks first the honor of God and
the salvation of souls. Those who have this

love will not evade the truth to save themselves
from the unpleasant results of plain speaking.

holdillg of bribes, that stoppeth his ears
from hearillg oj blood. alld shlllTerh his
eyes from seeing ed/." lse:aiah 33: 14-15.

Dear delegate, arc you willing to walk
righteollsly in the path of holiness, follow-
ing the Diyine blueprint in the arcas of
evangelism, publications, health work,
health refonn, administration, and educa-
tion? Are you willing 10 pay whatever the
price may be in order to retum to primitive
godliness ,md to follow Heaven's guide-
lines. cven jf sueh a eourse may lead to a

reduction of your salary or to a lower
position in our denominmional structure?

Do you have the holy boldness to speak
/lprighrly (from the Hebrew Miyshar: plain,
straightness), calling sin by its right name
and declaring that something is not of the
Lord? "Today there is need of the voice of
stem for grievous sins have sepa-
rated Ihe people from God. Intidelity is fast
lx.--coming fashiomlble. 'We will not have
this man to reign oyer us,' (Luke 19: 14), is
the language of thousands. 111e smooth
scnnons so often preached make no lasting
imprC5::iion; the trumpet docs not give a
certain sound. Men are not cut to the heart
by Ihe plain, sharp Inlths ofGod's Word.

"There arc many professed Christians
who, if they should express their real
feelings, would say, What need is there of
speaking so plainly? They might as well
ask, Why need .lohn the Baplist have said
to the Pharisees, '0 generation of vipers,
who hath wamed you to nee from the
wrath to come?' Luke 3:7. Why need he
have provoked the anger of Hcrodias by
Iclling Herod that il W,lS unlawful for him
to live with his brother's wife? The fore-
runner of Christ lost his life by his plain

Why could he nol have moved
along without incurring the displeasure of
those who were living in sin?

" So men who should be standing as
faithful guardians of God's law have ar-
gued, till policy has taken the place of
faithfulness, and sin is allowed 10 go unre-
proved. When will the voice of faithful
rebuke be heard once morc in the church?
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., 'Thou an the man" 2 Samuel 12:7.
'Words as unmistakably plain as these
spoken by Nathan to David arc seldom
heord in the pulpits of today, seldom scen
in the public press. If they were not so
rare, we should see more of the power of
God revealed among men. The Lord's
messengers should not complain that their
efforts arc withoul fruit until they repent
of thcir own love of approbation and thdr
desire to please mcn, which Icads thcm to
suppres.c; truth.

"Those ministers who arc men
pleasers, who cry, Peace, peace, when
God has not spoken peacl:, might well
humble their hearts before God, asking
pardon for their insincerity and their lack
of moral courage. It is not from love for
their ncighbor that they smooth down the
message cntrusted to thcm, but because
they arc self-indulgent and case-loving.
True love seeks first the honor of God and
the salvation of souls. Those who have
this love will nol evade the Inlth to save
themselves from the unpleasant results of
plain speaking. When souls are in peril,
God's ministers will not consider self, but
will speak the word given them to speak,
refusing to excuse or palliate evil'"
Prophets alld Kings, 140-142.

Fellow believer, do you, as I",iah 33: 15
exhorts us, despi:,;e the gain ofoppression?
Do you hate your oppOJ1unily of gaining a
greater influence, and reputation of "loy-
alty" by oppressing, alienating, and bring-
ing an atmosphere of hostility against con-
cerned brethren, whose only "crimc" has
been a refusal to submit to kingly power
and arbitrdry authority? What would a dcle-
gate profit by being promoted to a higher
position with better pay and privileges. as a
result of a false loyalty and selfish ambi-
tions, thus bringing the judgements of G<XI
UfXJll his ministry? Remember that our
Master said: .• All ye arc Mat-
thew 23:8. Be careful of becoming "Iords
ovcr God's heritage:' but rather be an
example to the flock by your holtness and
meekness. Sec I Peler 5:3.

If you are faithful 10 your divine calling,
you will dwell in high places, not necessarily
within the denominational ladder, but in the
very presence of God. Your" place of de-
fence shall Ix the munitions of rocks." Isaiah
33: 16. Your minisrry will be immovable. in
spite of attempts by man to take away your
crtxlcntials. Your ,.. bread shall be given-'
you. Your bread and water sh:.tll be sure. God
ensurcs tllat your needs will be met by His
sustaining power. After you have faithfully
accomplished your apostolic commission,
then" Ihine eyes shall sec the king [of glory [
in his beauty." See ISHiah 33:16-17.

An Appeal-Cast Your Vote on
God's Side

"Would tllat every minister lordelegmcj
might realize the sacrcdncs.... of his office and
the holiness of his work, and show the
coumge that Elijah showed! As divinely
appointed messengers, ministers arc in a
position of awful responsibility. They arc 10
'r...:prove, rebukc, exhort with alliong-suffcr-
ing.' 2 Timothy 4:2. In Christ'sstcad they arc
to labor "L-; stewards of the mysteries of
heaven, encouraging the obedient and wam-
ing the disobedient. With Ihem worldly pol-
icy is to have no weight. Never are they to
swerve from the pmh in which Jesus has
bidden them walk. TIley arc 10 go forward in
faith, rememlxring that they are surrounded
by a cloud ofwimcsscs. 11ley are not to speak
their own words, bUI words which One
bJTC<ltcr than the polentatcs of earth has bid-
den them speak. lllcir mcs.sage is to be,
'TIllIS saitll tl,e Lord.' God calls for men like
Elijah, Nnthan, and John the Baptist-men
who will bear His message with faithfulness,
regardless of the consequences; men who
will speak the truth bnwcly, though it call for
the "'eritiee of all they have.
"God cannot usc men Idelegatesl

who, in lime or peril, when Ihe strength,
couragc, and inllucnce of all arc needed,
are clfraid to tuke a finn stand for the right.
He calls for men who will do faithful
baltic against wrong, warring against prin-
cipalities and powers, agHinst the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spirit-
ual wickedness in high placcs. It is to such
as these Ihat He will speak the words:
'Well done, good and faithful servant; ...
enter thou inlo the joy of thy Lord.'
Matthew 25:23," Ibid., 140-142.

Dear delegate, if you take a firm stand
for the right it means thcH somctimes you
may be alone, but this fact should not
deter your de[crminution and effort to do
what yOll know yery well in your hcart is
right and true.



Yes, dear delegate, one vote can make a
difference. Never allow your mind and

heart to be diverted from the way of holiness,
integrity, and honesty. Do not be as Esau, who
for a dish of pottage sold his birthright.

Believe it or not, if we look baek in
history we will find that Olle l'Ofe call
make a difference, Here arc a few exam-
ples relaled by Paul Lee Tan ':

A. Oliver Cromwell won control of
England in 1645. when Parliament voted
91 to 90 in his favor.

8. King Charles 1 beheaded on the
basis of the judges' vote of 68 to 67.
C. France was changed from a monar-

chy 10 a republic in 1875. The vote of the
deputies was 353 to 352.

D. During the American Revolution,
anti-British sentiment was high in J1UIIlY
colonies, A bill was presented to the
Continental Congrcs."i which would have
abolished English as the offici(ll Amcri-
can languagc in [(lvor of German. The bill
was defeated by olle vole.

E. In 1845 the IU.S.I Senale voted 26
to 25 to admit Texas 10 the Union. Indi-
ana's Sl'nator Hannigan had changed his
mind vOled in favor of ils admission.
And the senator himself had won his
election to office by only one vote!

F. President Andrew Johnson escaped
impeachment in 1868 by one vote.

G. RutherFord B. Hayes was elected
president of the United States in 1876 by
an eleeloral vote of 185 to 184.

Finally brethren, the solemnity, eru-
ciality, and decisiveness of one vote may
be described with what took place on the
ominous date of November 8, 1923. The
leaders of a tiny Nazi party met in a tavern
located in Munich, Germany. They
elected Adolf Hitler as leader by a
nwrg;'1 ofone \'ole.

Yes. dc.:rr delegate, olle lvte can make a
difference. Never allow your mind and he..1l1
10 be divcrted from the WilY of holiness,
intcgrity, and honesty. Do not oc as Es<IU,
who for a dish of pottage sold his birthright.
Sec Pmriarchs and Prophets, 179. Remem-
ber that" thc greatest want of the world is the
want or men-mcn who will not be bought
or sold, men who in their inlllost souls arc
tme ilnd honcst, Illen who do not fear to call
sin by its right namc, men whose conscience
is as true to dUly as the needle to the pole,
IlIcn who will stand tor the right though thc
heavens fall.'" Eilucmiol1.57.

.. God calls for men ofdecided lidelity.
He has no usc in an emergency for two·
sided men. He wants men land women I
who will lay their hand upon a wrong
work and say, 'This is not according to thc
will of God.' .. Selected Messages, book
2.153.

One man, Christ Jesus, changed the
course of history. Ycs, delegate, onc man
has changed the course of history tor the

world. And one person can change lhe
course of history for the church also. A man
or woman of such is one who
acknowledges and submits to Goers
ship over any committee, board, or organi-
zation that goes contrary to Goers will.

We find a classical example of this type
of man with Elijah. who accepted the Lord as
the king of the universe. higher than any
human ruler. lnspiration tells us: ..A Greater
than the filler of Ismd had commissioned
him to speak; and. lifting his hand toward
heaven, he solemnly animled by the living
God thal the judgments of the Most High
were about to fall upon Israel. ... It was only
by tJle excrcise ofstrong faith in the unfailing
power of God's Word Ihal Elijah delivered
his mC5.."illgc. Had he not possessed implicit
confidence in the One whom he served, he
would never have before Ahab:'
Prophets and Kings, 121.

Dear delegate, one godly and righteous
pcl>On (Elijah), fully surrendered to the
Spirit of the Lord and detennincd to vindi-
cate His honor and truth, was able to make
a difference on Mount Camlel, inspiring
and challenging multitudes who were inde-
cisive and neutral in the midst of a religious
crisis. Likewise, your votc for what is right

and true, pure and holy. will also make a
Significant impact at coming world
scs,,\)ion of the General Conference.

Take the Challenge

Finally, dear delegate, .... to stand in
defel1se of truth and righteousness when
the majority forsake us, to fight the battles
of the Lord when champions arc few-
this will be our lest. At this time we must
gather wamlth from the coldness of oth-
ers, coumgc from their cowardice, and
10yitity from their treason." SOI1S alld
Daughters ofGod, 20 I.

Arc you willing to face the test ahead?
Arc you ready to stand in a minority,
perhaps ollly by yourself' Are you pre-
pared to fight for truth's sake when no one
else secms to share your cause'?

Delegatcs of the General Conference
of 1995. and in particular, members of the
nominating committee, I close by recall-
ing an appeal written for the last General
Conference Session of 1990, which in the
opinion of many, now is more relevant
than it was five years ago:

•. Anxious eyes of church members in all
countries of the world are turned toward your
meeting place, and hearts that arc deeply
troubled alx)lIt condition=-; in the church that
we love, arc awaiting your choices and your
decisions. Will yOll supply us wit.h ICllclers
who display both the med,-nes..') mld the
resolute adherence to principle that were seen
in Moses? Will you give us leaders whose
consciencc is as tnle 10 duty the necclle to
the pole, men who will not or fail in the
perfonllanee of sacred duty !x.'Causc they,
eschewing human wisdom and worldly poli-
cies, walk carefully and con')Cicntiously in
the liglu of the counscls of God? If you will,
the gre,lt revival of primitive godliness that
we have been promised may soon follow in
the wake of your decisions. But this can only
happen if you, you=vcs, carefully apply the
counsels of God in your own choices and
decisions."' Our Firm Foundalion, Mcty
1990,10.

May this coming fifty-sixth session of the
General Conference indeed be our'" very lasl
one." May this phrcL";C be not just il cliche.
May your stand for tmth <md righteousncss
becomc a reality. We wanl to go homc! Our
pmycrs arc with all of yOll delegates. Go
forward with holy boldnc.'iS, bUI also go with
thc meekness of the Saviour.

The grace of God be with you all.
Amen. D

1 EJI(rclu[J(!t!ia of 7. 700 (lf1t,\fmlimL\': Silj/lo,; (if Ill{'
Time.\. 620. Rockville. Mary-
land.
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AhiDlaaz
Ie'-UW
Again

WEare the church that is taking
to the world the three angels'
messages of Revelation 14."

These words were spoken by a missionary
of another faith to a Seventh-day Advent-
ist minister, who heard them in astonishment.
He had never before heard a representative
of any faith other than Seventh-day Advent-
ist make such a reference to these messages.
Recovering from his surprise, the Adventist
minister asked:

"What are you telling the world about
the mark of the beast, in the third angel's
message? What is the mark of the beast?"
"Oh, we do not know what that is,"

was the reply.
"And the second angel's message,

about the fall of Babylon?"
"We do not know yet," was again the

answer.
"And the first angel's message, about

the judgment hour?"
"We do not know yet."
They were taking the three angels' mes-

sages to the world, but they did not know
what they meant. We are forcibly reminded
of the story of Ahimaaz, an aide to King
David's general Joab, whowas defending the
king against a rebellion led by David's own
son Absalom. See 2 Samuel 18. Absalom's
rebel army had been defeated, and Absalom
himself had been killed. Joab had dispatched
another aide, Cushi, who had been a close
observer of the events, to carry the news of
victory to David. Ahimaaz begged for the
privilege ofalso running to the king. Joab felt
that Ahimaaz, although he could run well,
had no accurate knowledge of the situation,
but he yielded to his appeal.
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So the fleet-footed Ahimaaz overtook
the slower Cushi and arrived in the pres-
ence of the king ahead of him. But to
David's anxious question, "Is the young
man Absalom safe?" Ahimaaz could only
answer, "1 saw a great tumult, but I knew
not what it was." From then until now this
biblical experience has been the classic
illustration of the problem of the messen-
ger without a message.

How unlikely seems the strange situ-
ation, but how often in the history of
Christianity has the experience been re-
peated! When we look back at the history of
preaching in the church at large, we see
neither asteadily ascending graph line nor a
steadily descending graph line, but rather a
series ofhighs and lows, ofcontrasting hills
and valleys. Hugh Thompson Kerr counts
four periods of elevation in the preaching of
the Christian church, and between them
three periods of decline, times in which the
messengers lost their message, and Ahi-
maaz ran again. I

The high points, as he sees them, are
(I) The preaching of the apostles in the
first century; (2) The ministries of Am-
brose, Augustine, Basil, Chrysostom, and
the two Gregories in the fourth and fifth
centuries; (3) The Reformation period in
the sixteenth century; and (4) The evan-
gelical preaching of John and Charles
Wesley, Whitefield, and their contempo-
raries in the eighteenth century.

It will be worth our time to pause and
consider the characteristics of the preach-
ing in the times when it was most success-
ful. The New Testament reports five ser-
mons preached by Peter, one by Stephen,

Ral h Larson

and several by Paul. Though much con-
densed, these sennons provide an interest-
ing view of the apostolic style.

It was authoritative, invoking the author-
ity of Scripture, and with particular empha-
sis, the prophetic portions of scripture:

It was uncompromising. ..Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved."
Acts 4: 12.

It was conjrantalional. "The God of
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew
and hanged on a Iree." Acts 5:30. All
emphasis supplied.

It was elhically demanding. Nothing
less than a holy life, lived through His
power, would meet the demands of the
gospel. The past life will be covered by
His forgiveness, but there must be no
intention of continuing in sin.

h was simple, practical, and direct. To
have clothed such a message in ornate
rhetorical forms would have been obvi-
ously inappropriate. Clarity was impor-
tant; elegance was not.

It included appeals jar personal re-
pentance. These were never omitted. The
guilt of the hearers was seen to be enor-
mous, involving the rejection of the Son
of God. But their cases were not hopeless.
Forgiveness was offered upon the condi-
tion of repentance, an option available to
everyone, so none need despair.

Ralph Larson, a retired pastor, last served as
chairman oJthe Church alld Ministry
menr oj rhe Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary, Far East.



MUch of the blame for this decline in the
quality of preaching was due to the

allegorizing of Origen, which ... "put a nose
of wax on the Scriptures, which could be turned
in any direction."

These were the characteristics of the
highly successful apostolic preaching, and
indeed of the preaching in all of the four
periods ofeffective and successful preaching
noted by Kerr. What then of the three periods
of less than successful preaching? They were
clearly times when Ahirnaaz ran again, as the
messengers lost their message. We look first
at the period of decline, between the apos-
tolic preaching and the more effective
preaching of the fourth and fifth centuries:

"After the death of the apostles and
their fellow workers there is a decline."2

"'We must wait for three or morc
centuries after the apostolic preaching for
the eloquence of Chrysostom and the
Gregories, Ambrose and Augustine." 3

Much of the blame for this decline in
the quality of preaching was due to the
allegorizing of Origen, which was imi-
tated by many others, and, as Martin
Luther later said, .. put a nose of wax on
the Scriptures, which could be turned in
any direction." We submit a sample, from
Origen's homily on Rebekah at the well,
from the volumes of The Church Fathers:

.. Rebekah going daily to the well rep-
resents daily devotions. The well is the
Scriptures. Abraham's servant is the pro-
phetic word. His camels are irrational and
perverse people. Putting down the water
jar from her shoulder is the rejecting of
Greek pride and eloquence. Going with
Abraham's servant to meet Isaac is the
church following the prophetic word. Dis-
mounting from her camel is departing
from all vices. The jewelry in her ears and
on her hands is golden words and golden
deeds. Her marriage to Isaac is the union
of the soul with God."

With such ludicrous distonions of the
meaning of Scripture as this, example
shows that the vocation of preaching suf-
fered a great decline, and it could be
accurately stated that the messengers had
lost their message, and Ahimaaz was run-
ning again.

The influence of Origen, who was
counted one of the great church fathers,
carried past the era of the great preachers
of the fourth and fifth centuries, which
Kerr sees as one of the "highs" in preach-
ing, into the dark and gloomy Middle
Ages. There was actually little preaching
done, for the celebration of the mass came
to be the accepted form of worship, and
such preaching as was done tended to be
in Latin and in the style of Origen.

•. In general, the clergy did not
preach.'"

"Over wide districts, and through long
years at a time, there would be almost no

preaching. When men assembled in
churches it was only to witness ceremonies
and hear chanting and intoning. If sermons
were given, it was in many countries still
the custom to preach only in Latin, which
the people did not understand.'"

With ceremonies displacing sennons,
and allegorizing displacing the proper use
of Scripture, the long period from the fifth
century to the sixteenth century was rragi-
cally a time in which the messengers had no
message, and Ahimaaz ran again. And just
as the fourth and the fi fth centuries brought
a "high" in preaching which was followed

by a sharp decline, even so the Reformation
of the sixteenth century brought a "high"
which was in its tum followed by a sharp
decline. The eighteenth century material-
ism of France, the deism of England and the
illuminism of Germany produced a change
in sermon style and content. (Deism is the
belief that God created the world and then
left it largely to its own devices while He
gave His attention to other matters. Illu-
minism is a term describing the belief of
those who profess to have special knowl-
edge that lesser persons do not have.)

•. After the Refonnation there was a
sharp decline in preaching in the Protes-
tant churches."6

Laboring to make the Bible more" ra-
tional," preachers substituted references
to man's will for references to the Holy
Spirit. putting references to a gradual
improvement of manners and character in
the place of references to the new birth
called for by the Scriptures:

"Some preachers, unable to find in the
Bible as they read it topics of sufficient
interest, gave lectures on economical or
social subjects, such as agriculture, vacci-
nation, and the making of wills-or upon
subjects taken from the natural sciences,
such as the structure of fishes and birds." 7
The lawyer Blackstone, after visiting

from church to church and hearing every
noted clergyman in London, said:

" He did not hear a single discourse that
had more Christianity in it than the writings

of Cicero, and that it would have been
impossible for him to discover, from what he
heard, whether the preacher was a follower
of Confucius, or or Christ.'"
Thus the messengers had no message,

and Ahimaaz ran again.
But the prodigious activity of John

Wesley, with his 42,000 sermons, and of
Whitefield with his 18,000 sermons
brought preaching to a new period of
success.

"The Evangelical Revival may be com-
pared in its influence to the Reformation.""

The influence of this preaching was felt

on both sides of the Atlantic, with results
that lasted for years. Again we note the high
authority of Scripture, and the call for
repentance and surrender of the will to God
which characterized their preaching, as it
had that of the great preachers before them.

"While Bolingbroke assailed Revela-
tion, and Chesterfield politely sneered at
everything unselfish and good, and Chris-
tian Apologists vainly strove to convince
the intellect of the upper classes. White-
field and Wesley began to preach to the
consciences of men, and thus felt no need
of confining their discourses to the culti-
vated and refined." 10

We find, then, that in the four periods of
successful, influential preaching in the his-
tory of the Christian church there are certain
similarities. In all of these four periods
preaching tended to be literally historical
and maintained a high concept of scriptural
authority. It was uncompromising in the
central positions of its theology. It made
high ethical demands upon the people,
setting them in conflict with their own
cultures. lt stressed the judgmental call to
repentance. Its expression tended to be
simple, practical, and direct. The messen-
gers had amessage, and the message trans-
formed lives.

Against this background we wish to
consider the experience of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. It is obviously a
church that has been built by preaching.
The first Seventh-day Adventists were
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pcrsons who had respondcd to the preach-
ing of William Miller and his associates.
In the Biblc confcn::nces Ihat followed the
great disappointmenl of 1844, a "platform
of truth" was studied out which was to be
central in ..III subsl:qucnl Adventist
preaching. Those who that the
"platform of truth" was sound and sub-
stantial began to travel among the scat-
tcred Adventists to proclaim it. Joseph
Bates, James and Ellen White, Gurney,
Pierce. Nichol, and others led out in this
work, and groups of .. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists" began to rally around them, and
eventually they become a body of unified
believers.

By 1863 the church was formally or-
ganized with 3,500 members. Unity of
etTon then made pos.o;;ible a new period of
camp meeting preaching. reminiscent of the
era of the Millerite movement. By 1870 the
membership had grown to 5,440, and by
1880 to 15,570. By this time more preachers
were being trained in the new educational
institutions, and they SCHtLcred over wide
areas, especially in the growing West. They
shifted from the two-or camp
meetings to preaching programs that lasted
many months at a time, and frequently
resulted in the establishment of new
churches. By 1901 the membership had
reached 75,000. A ninety-four-year-old re-
tired Seventh-day Adventist minister, who
communicated with lllcas I was writing this
paper, that during his lifetime the
membership hao; grown from 75,000 to
approximately eight million.

This lllust be recognized as one
of the mOSl highly successful preaching
programs in the history of Christianity.
And the close similarily between this
manner of prcaching and the pn:aching of
the Age. the founh and fifth

the Reformation, and the
Wesleyan revival, is self-evident. As in
these four high periods in the success of
preaching. the preaching of Seventh-day
Adventist ministers affinncd the unqucs-
tionable <Iuthority of the Scriptures. with
special emphasis on the historical
prophecic.,,;. It was uncompromising, in-
sisting on the of its message,
and admitting of no .. comity" IhamlOni·
ousl arrangements wilh other churches,
whereby it would stay Oul of areas thai
they considered their own. It was confron-
tational, pointing to the broken law of
God find the dishonoring of the sacred
Sabbnth day. It was ethically demanding,
calling for Christians to abide by the
biblical principles regarding diet, dress,
entertainment, .md stewardship, which
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placed them at odds with their own cul-
tures. It was simple, practical, and direct.
It always contained earnest appeals for
personal repentance and surrender of the
entire life to the will of God.

And as such has always
done. it transformed lives. The careless
became earnest; sinners became saints;
and the pronigate beeamc pure. The mes-
sengers had a message. a powerful, con-
victing and converting message. There
was no Ahimaa7 here.

But then something changed. The
tragic story has been told so often that we
need only sketch it here. Some of our
leading brethren engaged in a dialogue
with Calvinb1ic theologians. who offered
to stop calling us a "cult .. if we would
only surrender ccnain points of our faith.
incrcdibly, our brcthrcn capitulated. Thc
ten11S of their surrender were published in
a book called Se\.·clllh-day Ad,·entists An-
swcr Qucstions 011 Doctrim\ now more
commonly designated by the simpler
form, Questions 01/ Doctril/e. (11 this book
our concept of the prcsl:nt atoning work of

was carefully muted, and the direct
question, .. Docs nol Mrs. White state that
Christ is now making atonement for us in
the heavenly sanctuary?" was not directly
answenxl. (She docs. Sec The Greal
rruversy, 422, 428, 430, 433, ct al.)

In addition, our brethren gave to the
Calvinists and to the world a statement
concerning our belief aboul the human
nature ofChrist that has now been proved to
be a methodological monstrosity and a
historicHI fraud. Careful and thorough re-
search has brought to light 1200 published
stalcments of our hisloric belief that our
Lord came to earth in the human nature of
fallen man, 400 of Ihese Slaleme,;nts by Ellen
White. (Sec Tile Word Was Made Flesh. by
Ralph u,rson, 'lVadable from Hopc Intcrna-
tional.) In spite of this mass ofevidence, our
brethren gave to the Calvinistic lhcologians
a statemcnt thai Wt: had never believed that
doctrine. bUl rather that we had always
believed, as they did, thai Jcsus came to
earth in the human mHure of the unfallen
Adam. Sec QueSTions 011 Doclrine. 650.

This <.lehnis..":iiol1 may have seemed to
them to be unimportant, but it has actually
rclv..lged (he church. There is a grim and
inescapable logic connected with it If
Christ came to earth in the unfallcn nature
of Adam. then He had no hereditary
weaknesses, and could not possibly have
been temptcd as we are tempted, and it is
unreasonable and to expect us to
live as He lived, without sin. The putting
away of sin, which is the very hemt of Ihe

sanctuary service, is impossible. :md the
entire doctrine of the sanctuary bccomc.'i
I11c<lningless. The Spirit of Prophecy,
which testifies repeatedly that our doc-
trine of the sanctwuy is meaningful and
true,;. has to be discarded. And if it is
impossible for men 10 keep Goo's holy
law, why bothcr about the Sabbath, much
less about the mark of tile beast?

Which brings us back to the point with
which we started, the phenomenon of a
church claiming to be taking the three
angels' mC:S.<;.;1g of Revelation 14 to the
world, but not knowing the mc..ming of
those messages. The first angel's message,
.. Fear God. and give glory to him, for the
hour of his judgment is come." has no
meaning at all if it is separated from the
doctrine of the sanctlwry. It is the sanctuary
doctrine that makes clear both the time and
the nature of the judgment. But an
creasing number of Seventh-day Adventist
ministers arc now rejecting the doctri:lc of
the sanctuary, thus rendering themselves
incapable of preaching the first angel's
mcssage. Thus Ahimaaz, the me&ienger
without a mcssage, runs again.

More and more Seventh-day Adventist
ministers are deciding that it is in poor taste
to fed that we have somelhing better than
what other churches have, and so the sec-
ond angel's message, ., Babylon is fallen;'
(vcrse 8), has become distasteful to thcm.

But the grcatest havoc is wrought wilh
thc third angel's message about the mark of
the beast. Our historic position. well sub-
stantiatcd by the Spirit of Prophecy, has
ocen Ihal the beast is Catholicism, that its
mark is the substitUlioll of a false holy day
for thc truc holy day of God', sacrcd law,
and that th<kiC who willfully reject the law
of God and accept the law of the apostatc
church will eventually rt:ceive the mark of
lhe beast. The false Calvinistic doctrine that
it is impossible for any Christian to obey
Goers law dOl."S away with this entire mes-
sage with a single stroke. who have
ix'col11e infatuated with this false Calvinis-
tic doctrine nrc unmoved by the fact that
there are fifty verses in the New Testament
that call for obedicncc to God's law. They
arc equally unmoved by the fact that therc
arc in the Spirit of Prophecy no fewer than
4.500 pas.'Klges calling for 10
God's holy law. They manifest no concern
over such Spirit of Prophecy slatements as
the$(::

"In the opening of the great contro-
versy, SaW/1 had declared that the law of
God could not be obeyed." 71Ie Desire oj
Ages, 761. All cmphasis supplied.

"On this eanh Satan sought to Cc1ny



Those who have become infatuated with this
false Calvinistic doctrine are unmoved by

the fact that there are fifty verses in the New
Testament that call for obedience to God's law.

forward the work that he began in heaven. He
declared that man could not obey the law of
God." Sigl1.\· (!l'he 7/1111'.1'. July 23, 1902.

"Sarall repre..sents God's law of love
as a law of sclfishness. He declares that it
is impossible for us 10 obey ils precepts."

The Desire Ages. 24.
Ellcn White placcd thirty-five warn-

ings of this nnture before the church in the
between the eventful year 1888 and

her death in 1915. Undoubtedly the Illost
awesome ofthelll all is lhe following:

..Sawn declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters or Adam to keep
the Imv ofGod, and thus charged upon God
a lack of wisdom ancllove.... Men II'ho are
under the {'ontrol of Saran repeat these
accusations against God, in asserting that
men can not keep the law of God." Signs of
Ihe Tillles, January 16, 1896.

When we consider how much literatufC
is now coming forth from Sevelllh-day Ad-
ventist prcsscs affinning Satan's lie to be the
truth, and how many ministers arc now
standing in Seventh-day Adventist pulpits
making the same assertion, the; above state-
ment is sobering indeed. It is immcdiately
apparent that such men could not possibly be
used by God to bring the three angels'
message'S to the world. 1110y would be
messengcrs without H message, the modem
counterparts of Ahimaaz.

So how may weexpeci God to deal with
this problem? We need not wonder. Whe;J1
the Jewish church lost its mcsS<:lgc. the Lord
raised up the Christians. When the Catholic
Church lost its mC$.,:;agc, the Lord raised up
the Protestants. When the Protestants lost
their message, the Lord raised lip the
Wcsleys and their fellow workers. When
the Wcsleyans lost their mC&.';age, the Lord
raised up the Seventh-day Adventists. And
now that some Seventh-day Adventists arc
losing thcir and becoming mod-
em counlerpU11S of Ahimaaz, the Lord is
raising up groups of members all
over the world who arc known by various
names: Concerned Brethren, Historic Ad-
ventists, Independent Ministries, and so on.

They arc also known for their adherence to
the pure gospel, and their finn of
the false doctrines of Calvinism.

The three angels' lIles.sages will be deliv-
ered to file \Vorld.' The will of God callnot be
succes.sfully rc'Sistcd by man. Mcn who dis-

qualify themselves to act as God's messen-
gers by their unbelief will simply be by-
passed. A church thai disqualifies itself by its
unbelief will simply be bypassed:

'" Let me tell you that thc Lord will work
ill this last work in a manner very much out
of tJle common order of things, and in a way
that will be contrdry to any human planning.
There wi II be those among uS who wi II
always want 10 control the work of God, to
dictate even what movements shtlll be made
when the work goes forward under the
direction of the angcl who joins thc third
angel in thc message to be given to the world.
God will usc ways and means by which it
will be seen that He is taking the reins in His
own hands. TI,e workers will be surprised by
the simple means that He will usc to bring
about and perfect His work of righteous-
ness." Testimonies to Ministers, 300. Sec
Testimollie.'i, vol. 5,207-216.

I once listencd in astonishment to Walter
Martin, the Calvinistic theologian who led
out in the discus....ions wit.h our brethren, state
that a General Conference officer of our
church had told him that the publication of
the book Questions on Doctrille had resulted
in a great increase in our membership. lfthis
actually happened, the Gcneral Conference
officer was grossly Illisinfollll(xl TIle precise
opposite is true. Tn those areas of the world
field where the book Question!;" all Doctrine
has been widely distributed, the North
American Division, Wcstcm Europe, :mel
Australia, soul winning has practically come
to a standstill. Such soul winning as is
actually OCCUlTing in those fields is mostly
among the minority ethnic groups. Afro-
Europeans in England, Afro-Americans and
Hispanics in America and Canada, and the
races who inhabit the Pacific Islands arc
providing most of the baptisms inlhese arc:'l$.
These afe groups who have had little or no

inf'lucnce from the book Questions on Doc-
trine. They just have not read it.

The strong membership growth that has
swelled our numbers toward the eight mil-
liollmark has occurred, and is still occurring,
in theThird World countric.,,;. Thc.";C(lgain arc
areas where the book Que.s·tioJls 01/. Doctril1e
has had very little influence, and those who
do soul-winning work nre still pn.::aching our
mc.'i.sagc in its historic fOl1n, in the context or
tJle three angels' messages. Change is begin-
ning to comc, however, as morc of the
ministers from these countries arc rcceiving
higher education in Sevellth-day AdvCl1lisl
seminaries whL:re Calvinism is a prevailing
intluence. Make no mistake about it, dcar
reader. Calvinism is the kiss of death to our
grand and glorious message, and tUIllS its
adherents into mooelll counterpat1S of Ahi-
maaz, the mc.<;scngcr without a mcssuge.

This fact should cause lLS deep conccm,
but neither fcar nor despair. God is still in
control, and nonc of these developments
have takell Him by surprise. Thcre arc grim
events ahcad of us, as evidenced by such
p{LSsages inlhe Spirit of Prophecy CIS these:

'"God will arouse His people; if otllcr
means fail, heresies \\IiII COllie in alllo/lg thell/,
which will sift tJ1Clll, sCJXlnlting thL: chaff from
tllcwheat." Tesfimonies, vol. 5, 707.

.• Many will stand in Dill' pulpits with the
torch of hllsc prophecy in their hands, kin-
cllcd From the hellish larch of Satan." Tesli-
mOllies to Ministers, 409-410.

Nevertheless:
"Not' 011e cloud has filllcn upon the

church that God has not preparcd for."
Selecled Messages. book 2, 108.

"To stand in defense of truth and right-
eousness when the majority forsake us, to
fight the battles of the Lord when champi-
ons are few-this will be our test. At this
time wc must gather warmth from the

of others, courage from their cow-
ardice, and loyalty from their treason."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 136.

May God bless you. 0

Hugh Thompson Kl:rr. Pre{lching in III(' Eurfy
Church. (New York. 1(62).

2 Edwin Ch;lrks Darg:m. A l1is(w:,' lif P,w/{:hillg,
vol. [. (Nl:w York. [905).26.
Kerr. Prnu:billg ill Ihe Early CIII/r('/I. op. cit.. 54.
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Preachill}.;. (New York. [907). [13.

5 Broadus. op. cit" 9-l-.
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Ollll"(;h. (London. 1926). 105.

7 John Kerr. Lectures WI Ihe f1isIO!:1' oj Prc(lching.
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cated, was the minority position within
our church and the one not favored by
church administrators. If this view were
truly a Significant view in Seventh-day
Adventism today, then it should be
soundly condemned by ministry and laity
alike, for it would be a fearful deception.
No man or woman who relegates the
tender grace of our God to a lesser matter
has the least hope of salvation.

Scripture is so plain on this point that
there is absolutely no excuse to misunder-
stand God's words. He declares that .. by
grace ye are saved." Ephesians 2:5. And
in case we are dull of understanding the
Lord reiterates this truth in greater detail .
.. For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should
boast." Ephesians 2:8-9. Nothing could
be more straightforward than these words.
To misunderstand these words is to fall
into the satanic trap of legalism. The
entire basis of our salvatian, is the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ-His great mercy
to us. As a basis for our salvation, our
works, however righteous. even when em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, provide not
even the minutest contribution to the pur-
chase of our salvation.

Grace brings justification to the be-
liever. "Being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." Romans 3:24. All true Seventh-
day Adventists proclaim by their voices
and lives that" we believe that through the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved." Acts 15:11.

We are saved through faith. Faith is a
work, albeit an emotional and mental work.
The most difficult work of man is to accept
the faith of Jesus in his heart.

" A general faith is entertained by many,
and their assent is given that Christianity is
the only hope for perishing souls. But to
believe this intellectually is not sufficient to
the saving of the soul. James tells us in his
epistle that the devils believe and tremble,
but this is not a saving faith that will justify
them. There are thousands who believe in
the gospel and in Jesus Christ as the world's
Redeemer, but they are not saved by that
faith. This is only an assent of their judg-
ment to that which is a fact, but it does not
transform the character. They do not repent
and have that faith that lays hold upon
Christ as their sin-pardoning Saviour; their
belief is not unto repentance. There must be
a faith that accomplishes its work for the
receiver, a faith in the atoning sacrifice, a
faith that works by love and purifies the
soul." Manuscript Releases, vol. 8, 356.

It
n

I N the Australian summer of 1993-
1994 the editor of the Adventist Re-
view visited his homeland. In one of

his discowses at Avondale College, he
proposed a view of the schism he ob-
served in God's church. His analysis bore
all the hallmarks of tolerance. He sug-
gested that ever since the General Confer-
ence session of 1888 there have been two
classes of Seventh-day Adventists. The
flISt class emphasizes obedience while
not denying grace, and the second class
emphasizes grace while not denying obe-
dience.

Since the editor chose to name names
and placed my own name along with that
of my twin brother, Colin's, among the
first class, this challenge gave cause for
me to examine his proposal more closely.
Are these the two prevailing views within
God's church today? The documentary
evidence resoundingly answers the posed
question in the negative. Whatever the
situation of the past in relation to these
two classes, it does not prevail today.

While there may be some minority views
according with the editor's classifications,
the fact is that the massive, worldwide
schism in God's church today most decid-
edly is not based upon the different em-
phases of either of these two groups.

It is mandatory that we identify the
distinctive beliefs of the two classes now
to be found in God's church, for the
minority is upholding the scriptural truths
of salvation, while the majority promotes
the devil's counterfeit. No lesser gift than
etemallife is at stake. This schism, which
is now upon every inhabited continent, is
nothing less than the mighty shaking
process of our God, which in His provi-
dence will cleanse His church of un-
righteousness and prepare men and
women true in heart to receive the seal of
the living God and the refreshing of the
latter rain. We are now far down into the
shaking. Etemal decisions are being made
by the members of God's church.
Let us examine the Adventist Review

editor's [lISt class. This class, it was indi--------1 Russell Standish1-------
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Weare saved through faith. Faith is a work,
albeit an emotional and mental work. The

most difficult work of man is to accept the faith
of Jesus in his heart.

Thus the class of believer that is repre-
sented by the minority of God's people
today and which is unfavored by most
church administrators, upholds God's
grace as the sole basis of salvation. Our
hearts go forth in tender, loving response
to our Saviour for His provision of such
mercy to us who are totally undeserving
of it. We neither confuse the basis of our
faith by replacing it with obedience, nor
do we minimize its importance. Grace is
all important. How we treasure His grace
and thank our God for it!

Then with such believers, what place,
if any, does obedience play? To seek the
answer to this question we turn to a
portion of God's Word written directly by
His own hand. " And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and keep
my commandments." Exodus 20:6. So
vital is God's mercy, His grace, to our
salvation that He enshrined it in the Deca-
logue. But lest we forget that this grace is
only effectual if we meet certain condi-
tions, God also presents us with these
conditions:

The concept that God bestows saving
grace unconditionally is a fearful decep-
tion of Satan. Yet this devilish false! .,d
is now promoted by not a few of our
theologians, church administrators, and
ministers. Scripture abounds with these
conditions for the bestowal of God's
mercy. Such conditions include belief in
Christ (John 3: 16), doing the will of our
Father in heaven (Matthew 7:21), keeping
the commandments (Matthew 19: 17), per-
fection (Matthew 19:21), loving God and
our neighbor as ourselves (Luke 10:27-
28), obedience to the faith (Romans 1:5),
keeping of the law (Romans 2: 13), exert-
ing faith (Romans 3:28), walking after the
Spirit (Romans 8:1), being spiritually
minded (Romans 8:6), being led by the
Holy Spirit (Romans 8: 14), being blame-
less (1 Corinthians 1:8), sowing to the
Spirit (Galatians 6:8), holiness (Ephesians
1:4), being spotless and without blemish
(Ephesians 5:27), being sanctified
(2 Thessalonians 2: 13), living soberly (Ti-
tus 2:12-13), being washed and regener-
ated (Titus 3:5), obedience to Christ (He-
brews 5:9), possessing God's laws in our
hearts and minds (Hebrews 8: 10), laying
aside the sin that doth so easily beset us
(Hebrews 12:1-2), following peace with
all men (Hebrews 12: 14), enduring temp-
tation (James 1:12), displaying meekness
(James 1:21), possessing humility (James
4:6), laying aside all malice, guile, hypec-
risies, envying and evil speaking, and
desiring the Word (1 Peter 2:1-5), es-

chewing evil and doing good (1 Peter
3: 10-11), confessing our sins (1 John
1:9), doing the will of God (I John 2: 17),
overcoming (Revelation 2:7), washing
our robes and making them white in the
blood of the lamb (Revelation 7: 14), pos-
sessing the faith of Jesus (Revelation
14: 12), being without fault (Revelation
14:5), and overcoming the mark of the
beast (Revelation 15:2).

This list of conditions for salvation, al-
though partial, is nevertheless irnpressiveand
demanding. However, if properly under-

stood, each may be summarized as God did
in the promise of the second commandment,
"love me, and keep my commandments."

Belief

This fact may be illustrated by an
examination of the above conditions and
comparing them with that found in John
3: 16. As with every condition of salva-
tion, the enemy of souls has supplied a
counterfeit. The devil himself fulfills each
counterfeit. Thus in the matter of belief,
"The devils also believe, and tremble."
James 2: 19. This belief is the superficial,
verbal assent to Christ's saving sacrifice,
valued by many Christians, and not a few
Seventh-day Adventists, today. To accept
this counterfeit will not avail a single soul
of the condition necessary to those who
would be the recipients of Christ's saving
grace.

True belief is set forth in God's Word.
"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is
begotten of him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love
God, and keep his commandments. For this
is the love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments: and his commandments are
not grievous. For whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith. Who is he that overcometh the world,
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of

God?" 1 John 5:1-5. Here synonyms of
genuine belief are set forth between the
exhortation to believe in verse one and that
which concludes the passage in verse five.
These synonyms are (I) the new birth
experience, (2) love for God's children, (3)
overcoming the world, (6) victory, and (7)
faith.

Thus, the editor of theAdventist Review
should have correctly categorized his ftrst
class as those who uphold grace as the basis
of salvation, and love for God expressed in
keeping His commandments (see John

14:15) as the condition. Neither the basis of
salvation or the condition upen which sal-
vation is appropriated is de-emphasized.
Both are inestimable gifts from our God.
No human mind will ever plumb the depth
of God's grace nor the divine love which
empewers the obedience which He be-
stows. Salvation is impcssible without
either. It would be gross folly to emphasize
one more than the other. In truth it is totally
impessible to pcssess salvation and grace
separate from the pcssession of God's love
in our hearts, which is evidenced by obedi-
ence to every command of God. The con-
verse is equally true.

The Second View

Then what of the editor's second clas-
sification? Those who emphasize grace
while not denying obedience. This class is
equally fictitious. That which is popular
among our theologians, administrators,
and ministers today and that which they
attempt to foist upon our lay people is a
counterfeit grace which totally denies the
condition of full obedience for salvation.
There is not even a de-emphasis of obedi-
ence. With some authors it is a total
denial. One simply has to look at some of
the popular Seventh-day Adventist
authors whose works appear in our Ad-
ventist Book Centers, whose themes con-
sistently deny the need to meet God's
condition of full obedience for salvation.
Some do so very discreetly; others quite
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Those who proclaim, as do a host of our
preachers, that we shall be sinning until

Jesus comes, defile the sacred desk, for they
lead God's blood-bought souls into carnal
security.

openly. Many of the works of these men
are published by the Pacific Press and/or
the Review and Herald. Their writings
shame the high and holy purpose for
which those presses were established.
SLeh authors are fulfilling prophecy, for
God's servant declared that" books of a
Ilt.;w order would be written."' Selected
Messages. book 1,204. It was to a number
of these authors that the Advellli.·;t RevieH'
and the Ministry magazines looked to
write articles purporting to provide our
lay people and ministers with an undcr-

swnding of the one hundnxl and fiftieth
anniversary of the great disappointment of
1844.

Is it not time for dedicated proof read-
ers in our printing houses to refuse to
proof those books which defy the plain
words of Scripture? Has the moment not
arrived thai faithful press operators should
refusc to prinl those works which disgrace
Ollr faith? Should not true-hc:med book-
binders cease their labors in respect of
lhose works of error? Is there one cover
designer who will refuse to utilize his
God-given talent to enhance books whose
words cause division wilhin God's church
and reflect the thoughts of vain religious
philosophy, rather than biblical truth?
Where 3re the heaven-bound Adventist
Book Center managers who will refuse to
stock those books of' (l new order?
"I a word to say to lhe workers in

every publishing house established among
us: As you love and fear God, refuse to
have anything to do with the knowledge
against which God wamed Adam. Let
typesetters refuse to set a $elllence of such
matter. Let proofreaders refuse to read.
pressmen to print, and binders to bind it. If
asked to handle such matter, call for .l
meeting of the workers in the institution,
that there may be an understanding as to
whal slich things mean. Those in charge of
the institution may urge lhat you are not
responsible, that the managers must ar-
range these matters. But you are responsi-
ble-responsible for the usc of your eyes,
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your hands, your mind. ThL"Se arc en-
trusted to yOll by God to be used for Him,
not for the service of Satan:' The Publish-
ing Ministry, 163.

God's lay people arc entitled to far
better fare than that which our presses
now offer them on the matter of His call to
obedience. Many lay people do not find
sufficient time to read all the truth which
is so essential in these lasl days. Should
we then distract them with book,; promot-
ing the errors of the fallen churches of
Babylon?

God has called Seventh-day Adventists,
and Seventh·day Adventists alone, in this
vast world, to preach the three angels'
messages, messages which reach their
grand finale with the clarion declaration:
.. Here is the patience of the saints: here arc
they d1at keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12.
This passage docs not stale: .. Here is the
patience of the saints, here arc they who
cannot, nor indeed need not, keep the
commandments of God, despitc possessing
the faith of JesllS:' To deny God's condi-
tion of salvation-obedience-is to with-
draw from God's commission to His
church to take the three angels' messages
worldwide.

With books saturated with these errors
being promoted wholeheartedly by the
leaders of some divisions and many of our
publications, one need not search far to
discover the rcaSon why the achninislra-
tors of the North AmerieHn Division have
declared, "There is grave danger that the
precious Adventist 1l1CS&1ge will not be
passed to the next generation:' San Diego
Covel1ant. quoted in the Ad,'cllIist Rcdcw,
March 7,1991.

Only obedient servants of God can
enter heaven. It will nOI be a false obedi-
ence based upon our own unsanctified
ellons. God declares through His servant,
.. He who is trying to reach heaven by his
own works in keeping the law, is attempt-
ing an impossibility. MHn cannot be saved
without obedience, but his works should

not be of himself; Christ should work in
him to will and to do of His good pleas-
lire." Selected Messages. book I, 364.
Those who proclaim, as do a host of our
preachers, that we shall be sinning until
Jesus comes, defile the sacred desk, for
they Ie"d God's blood-bought souls into
cam<.ll security. The blood of these church
members will be upon their hands. As
these woreb, arc penned, my hean aches
for ministers who would deign to serve
church members so poorly. How blind can
one be who has taken :-;'.lcrcd vows? What
dereliction of divine duty! What fearful
judgment awaits!

Obedience, the condition for reception
of God's mercy, His grace, pervades
Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. If
thesc ministers would simply set them·
selves the task of copying every text of
Scripture which in one word form or
another sets before God's people His re-
quirement of obedience to His command-
mcnts, the pastor would suffer writer"s
cramp long before the task was com-
pleted.

Why do our theologimls, pastors, and
laity SpUl11 Goel's condition for lheir sal-
vation? The answer is to bc found in three
small words-love ofsill.

Clifford Goldstein'S book, 77,e Relll-
110m, last year, plainly scts forth
the appalling level of sin in our midst. In
tnuh, mnong both ministry and laity, fi-
nancial dishonesty, immorality or every
kind, Sabl>athbrcaking and lying are rife,
along with ·..irtually every other kind of
sin. Such is both thc of dcnying the
great condition of salvation and the cause
of ils continued rejection. It was Satan
who adamantly promised s<:lIvation to the

God never changed. Sec Gene-
sis 3:4. Search the Bible ,md the writings
of the Spirit of Prophecy. Each over and
over again points to divinely empowered
obedience to Goel's law as the condition
of salvation. Yet puny men declare to be
false that which our God has asserted
thousands of times, and they uphold be-
fore God's nock as lruth lhal which Satan
alone has proclaimed.

We love sin so much that many of uS
watch it for hours every week on our
tclevision sets, while our Bibles and Ihe
writings of the Spirit of Prophecy lie on
our bookshelves neglected. Thus wc sit in
our pews. unstayed upon the Word, and
subject to accept any or all foolishness
promoted from our pulpits. But instead of
pointing our people to God's truth and to
thc study of it. we arc now accclerating
our publication of novels through our



The rapid decline of our church in First
World countries, both in Sabbath

attendance and in standards of belief and
conduct, is due to the disgraceful denial of
God's condition for salvation.

presses. Novels that cOlllain sordid fant<i-
sies of sex i.l11d violcnce such as date rape,
inccstuous sexual abuse, adulterous love
affairs, and othcr vile thcmcs Advel1f-
iST RCI'icl\', December I. 1994) deny
God's great condition for salvation.

To the converted man, sin is repulsive.
His love for God i!-. so great that he recog-
nizes that il was disobedience to God's law
which lec..! to the terrible sacrifice of His
Saviour. He contcmplall..'S that each of his
sins cauSl.'S the most intense sarro!,.\· 10 the
One who died for him. GOtr;.; c.:crta:n prom-
ise of power to deliver him from Sill so that
he may I11ca<.;ure up to the great condition of
salvation is a matter of gn:. \ joy.•. Now
unto him is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultlcs...., before
the presencc of his glory with exceedif'g
joy:' Jude 2..1-. Such a man rests in Gud.
growing in gmccday by day, climbing from
one level of perfection to the next.

.. Man may grow up into Christ. his
living Head. It is not the work of a
moment, but that of a Iifetimc. By grow·
ing daily in the divine life, he will not
attain to thc full of a perfect man in
Christ until his probation ceases. The
growing is a continuous work." Tesrilllo-
nie...,·, vol. 4, 367.

Day by day God reveals more of His will
to tlle man who diligcntly studies thc Bible
anel the Spirit of Prophecy. Day by day as he
submits himself to his Lord, CllI;st supplies
the power for victory over all that He has

to the soul at that point in time. God
docs not demand our obedience to that which
He not yet sccn fit to set before us. But we
imperil our salvation if we rejcct that which
He has shown to us.•. unto them. If
ye were blind, ycshould have no sin: but now
yc say, We sec, therefore your sin re-
maineth." John I.

TI1C rapid declinc of our church in
First World countries. both in Sabbmh
attcndanee and in standards of belief and
conduct, is duc to the disgraceful denial of
God's condition for salvation. It is proof
beyond disputc that wc do not love Him.
for obedience to God and love for Him
can nevcr be separated. Christ plainly
demonstrated thai man, filled with the
Holy Spirit, can servc God in obediencc.
Largc numbcrs of our theologians believe
they know better than God, and foist thcir
satanic errors upon young theology stu-
dcnts, while our church Hdministrators.
well aware of this tragedy, stand by mute.
Theologians have covered the great truth
that Christ pos.'..;csscd fallen human nature,
such as we ourselvcs inherit. and yet
obeyed God's law. Other theologians

have denied this tfllth <Jnd consequently
thousands, failing to study God's Word,
accept this error.

But see God's Word: "The world's
Redeemer pas.,;ed over the ground wherc
Adam fell because of his disobeying the
expn.:ssed law of Jchov(Jh; and the only
begotten Son of God came to our world as

a man. to n.:veal to the world that mcn
could keep the law of God. Satan, the
fallen angel. had declared thal no man
could keep thc hlW of God after thc
disohcdience of Adam:' SeleCled Mes-
.";ages, book 3, 136. Dare we continue to
proclaim Satan's lie? If Christ had pos-
sessed an 1Il1fallcn nature, He could never
have demonstrated Salan 's cl(Jim that man
could nOI keep the law of God after the
Fall was a despicable lie.

Yes, today therc are two distinct
classes in God's church. One, a small
minority, placc.o,; their faith in Inspiration,
rather than in the faulty dictates of man.
They evcr praise their God for His be-
stowal of the gift of ctcmal life through
grace, and grace alone, and they humbly
seck 10 meet thc condition lIpon which
that saving grace is bestowcd, nol in their
own strength, but in the mighty powcr
made available by their Lord.

The second group admire the words of
theologians and church administrators
more than thosc of Scripture and the Spirit
of Prophecy. They have learned abso-
lutely no k:ssons from the era of the First
Advent, apparently thm Satan
has altered his tactics in these last days.
They believe in i.l counterfeit grace, be-
stowed upon them if they acknowledge a
belief in Christ that is no better than that
poss(,'s"ed by the devils. Some go further
and offer salvation without any condition
1O all mcn who answer its call. Some
totally deny God's power to give them
obedience, and thus promote the thought
that they will sin until His second coming.
They believe that thcn in their glorified
bodies they will miraculously be able to
do that which they have not been able to

accomplish, evcn in God's power, while
possessed of a fallen Such
unwittingly, cast aspersions upon Christ,
for either He cannot, or He will not. granl
powcr for victory over sin, and Satan was
tclling the truth when he claimed thai man
could not keep God's law after the Fall.
Sec PaTriarclrs and ProplreTs, 77. They

promOle S,lt,m as being more powerful
than God, for none dispute that Satan can
and docs lead thc willing soul into disobe-
dicnce, whcreas these mcn's teachings
declarc by inference that Christ cannot
lead thc willing soul to obedience.

As prophecy foretold, these two groups
arc now lmrc, plain for a1l10 see. l1ley exist
on every contincnt. TIle key issue is one of
obedience, of love to our God. Do we seek
Him that we might meet His condition in His
strength? Or do wc rathcr accept Satan's
sophistries? My hcart breaks as I sec dcar
friends and [0Il11Cr colleagucs in tl,e cause of
truth accepting the second course. Our Lord,
who is not willing that any onc of should
perish (2 Peter 3:9), still provides probarion-
ary timc. But how brief thill time now is!

Soon thc awesome wordo,; will be spo-
ken of us: .• He that is unjust, Ict him be
unjust still: and hc which is filthy. let him
be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still: and he that is holy.
let him be holy still.'" Revelation 22: II.
At that time no one will be left in doubt
that the grcHt condition of salvation-
obedience to our God and love for Him-
is clearly set forth in His Word.., Know ye
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants )'C arc to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedience unto righteousncs..':>?'" Ro-
mans 6: 16. For those who ncglccted to
discern this fact and to live accordingly, it
will be forever too late. We now cannot
begin to comprehend the anguish of that
etemal loss... Repent, 0 Israel, for why
should yc die?" 0
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The Study Bible
Contains Spirit ofProphecy comments and references

=II

You are pondering a
Bible verse when the
question comes up, "I
wonder what Ellen White
said about this?" But the
effort of searching out a
passage from among the
dozens of books in your li-
brary would be too great an
interruption in your study,
and you continue to the next
text. None of us can imagine
what personal blessings are
nUssed when we pass by the
Spirit of Prophecy's insights
into the deep meaning of Scrip-
ture.
This Bible gives you instant

access to the added light of the
Spirit of Prophecy. Prominent
comments are printed at the bot-
tom of each page. And a marginal
reference guides you directly to
other statements made in Sister
White's books. Nothing could be
more convenient. Anyone equipped
with the Spirit of Prophecy Study
Bible can instantly bring valuable
insights to his or her Bible study
group or Sabbath school class.
This Bible includes a Bible con-

cordance and a subject index to the Ellen G.
White comments.
Three colors: The Bibles are available in

black, navy, or berry bonded leather with
gold lettering. Please indicate your fIrst and
second choice of colors when ordering.

The FirstBoot oj

GENESIs*

Order your Bible
from Hope International for only $79.95.
See page 3 for shipping information.
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Adventist Carnivals
'The powers of satanic agenCies blend with the din and noise, to
have a Canllval, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working."

• Do you have friends who are caught up in
Celebration?

• Is your church consideIing adopting the
celebration style of worship?

• WondeIing why all the concern about
Celebration?

You will find that Lloyd and Leola Rosenvold have
succeeded in making the 130 pages of Adventist
Carnivals both infonnative and balanced.

You may obtain copies of this timely book from
Hope International for just $6 each. Please see page 3
for shipping and sales tax infonnation. Order today!

agency, will end, and we shall not see men
framing plans after the order of the world,
because they have not spiritual eyesight to
discern spiritual things. They now see men
as trees walking, and they need the divine
touch, that they may see as God sees, and
work as Christ worked. Then will Zion's
watchmen sound the trumpet in clearer,
louder notes; for they will see the sword
coming, and realize the danger in which the
people ofGod are placed.

There is no time now to range our-
selves on the side of the transgressors of
God's law, to see with their eyes, to hear
with their cars, and to understand with
their perverted senses. We must press
together. We must become a unit, to be
holy in life and pure in character. Let us
no longer bow down to the idol of men's
opinions, no longer be slaves to any
shameful lust, no longer bring a polluted
offering to the Lord, a sin-stained soul,
which is represented by the offerings of
the Moabites and Amorites.
0, shall not repentance take the place

of unbelief and rebellion? Or shall this
state of impenitence and blindness con-
tinue until it shall be said unto us, as to the
cities that spumed the offered mercies of
Christ in the days of His ministry, "Woe
unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee,
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which
were done in you, had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, they would have repented long
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto
you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for
you. And thou, Capemaum, which art
exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought
down to hell." Matthew 11:21-23. 0

Ellen G. While, rhe /888 Materia/s, 439-446.

l,Selected Messages. book 2. 36.

there was far more repenting and confess-
ing and forsaking of sin, and less self-suffi-
ciency, and less self-boasting, we should
see spiritual things more clearly. God de-
sires that you come into vital connection
with Himself, and then Christ will abide in
the heart, and a pure flame of devotion will
be kindled in the soul.

There has been a departure from God
among us, and the zealous work of repent-
ance and return to our first love essential to
restoration to God and regeneration of heart
has not yet been done. Infidelity to God has
been making its inroads in our ranks; for it
is the fashion to depart from Christ, and
give place to skepticism. The cry of the
heart has been, "We will not have this man
to reign over us." Baal, Baal, is the choice.
The religion of many among us will be the
religion of apostate Israel, because they
love their own way, and forsake the way of
the Lord. The true religion, the only relig-
ion of the Bible, that teaches forgiveness
through the merits of a crucified and risen
Saviour, that advocates righteousness by
the faith of the Son of God, has been
slighted, spoken against, ridiculed. It has
been denounced as leading to enthusiasm
and fanaticism. Take it back while it is not
too late for wrongs to be righted; for you
have sinned against God. But it is the life of
Jesus Christ in the soul, it is the active
principle of love imparted by the Holy
Spirit, that alone will make the soul fruitful
unto good works. The love of Christ is the
force and power ofevery message that ever
fell from human lips. What kind of future is
before us, if we shall fail to come into the
unity of the faith?

When we are united in the unity for
which Christ prayed, this long controversy
which has been kept up through satanic

Editorial
Continued from 2

cherishes and nurtures these roots ofdissen-
sion, and possesses a spirit so unlike the
Spirit of Christ.

There is a work to be wrought in the
heart of each one, that you may not sow
tares. When the lips of the watchman are
touched with a live coal from off the altar
by the Lord of hosts, the trumpet will give
a certain sound, very different from the
sound we have hitherto heard. God has a
living testimony for the world. This tame,
lifeless sermonizing is not after God's
order. I appeal to you, men in responsible
positions, do not seek to meet the world's
standard, to catch the world's ideas. Do
not speak smooth things, prophesying de-
ceit. The Comforter, the Holy Spirit of
God, whom" the Father shall send in my
name," said Christ, "shall convince the
world of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment." The ministers of the Lord are
to .. reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine." 2 Timothy 4:2.

We have a heaven to gain and a hell to
shun. We are under obligation as those who
have made solemn vows to God, and who
have been commissioned as the messengers
ofChrist, as stewards of the mysteries of the
grace ofGod, to declare faithfully the whole
counsel of God. Ever remember that we are
surrounded, encompassed, with a great
cloud of witnesses; for the heavenly intelli-
gences are looking upon us as ambassadors
of the King of kings and Lord of lords. We
have a right to lift the standard high. He who
understands the dignity of our calling, the
sacredness of our work, commands that we
declare the message with WlShrinking heart.
We may well humble ourselves under the
mighty hand of God, or He will humble us;
but if we walk modestly and humbly before
the Lord, He will accept us.

The Lord looks with disfavor upon
those who would please the men of the
world, while at the same time they accuse
those whom God is using, and manifest a
satanic disrespect toward those whom they
should highly regard. The tenderness of
spirit, the kindness, the courtesy, the refine-
ment of feeling, that characterizes those
who are learning in the school ofChrist, has
passed out of the heart and life ofmany who
think that God is using them. The True
Witness says, "I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place,
except thou repent." Revelation 2:4-5. If
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To add women's ordination adds yet another
issue to the already schismatic issues of the

unfallen human nature of Christ, salvation in
sin, celebration services, and NLP.

Ordination of Women
Cuntilltlcd rrom p:lgc 7

front pagan society's denigration of
woman. We have ::lIsa secnlhal there were
miJny women, Tmm)' of whom Paul highly
cOlllmcll(hxl, engaged in helping minis-
tries in the cmly church and that women
and men enjoyed c0111plct<.: spiritual
equality.

.• However. we have also SCCn that
women arc prohibited from exercising a
headship role in the congregation. A clear

distinction must be made between office
and function. God is calling women to
ministry, but nOI Lo Ihe leadership office in
which spiritual authoriLy is exercised Ovcr
men. No doubt this is Ihe reason Ellen
White, whose call 10 ministry excep-
tioml1, did nOl hc.l.iitnte to prophesy and
exhort while nevcr seeking ordination to
the ecclesiastical office. In Ihat sense, as
well as Olhc.r.-;, her life and mini.stry were in
harnlOny with .hc Scrip.urcs." Ibid. 150.

Dr. Holmes raises the issue of "divi-
sion:' Some recognizc the divisive nature
of the women's ordination issllc.
of calling for solutions that require sub-

10 Scripture, they call for "states-
mcnlikc behavior," In other a po-
litical solutionl11ust be sought, such as Ihe
compromise action of the Indianapolis
General Confercnce session thai disal-
lowed the ordination of women while
pcnnitling them to pcrfonn .all Lhc func-
tions of ministry without ordination. The
wcll-intclllioncd aucmpt to keep both
sides happy has predictably failed because
il provided the basis for further contlict <'IS
compromises almost inevitably do.

,. Political solutions cannot resolve bib-
lical issucs. Bowing to the feminist agenda
on for women leads us away
from fidelity '0 Scrip'ure:' Ibid. 130. How
accurate has this lauer statement of Elder
Holmes proved! Any compromise solution
is nevcr God's solution and it ncver rc-
solves the issue, There must be a reassertion
of moral and spiritual fiber Ctmong the
leading decision makers in church.
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Some years ago I wrote a letter to the
Ihen General Conference presidenl ex-
pressing my hurdens and predictions on
the \-\lomen's ordination movement. The
letter was written from British Columbia
after I had read a feature article by a
fanner moderator or the Church or Can-
ada. He was defending thnt church against
pressure to ordain known homosexual
ministers. II was obvious that years before
.he Church of Canada had captlulated to
the pres..'mrc for the ordini!tion of women.

ow an ad hoc eommitlcC' had recom-
mended the of ordaining some
lesbian and gny pastors in lhat church. A
decision by the fnll synod was to be made
later that year. In my le1l0r to the then
General Conference president I wrote in
pm1: '" am not a prophet, but as a student
of history I C3n predic. that should the
battle for the ordination of women be won
ill the Adventist Church, lhe ncxt b::mle
will be over the ordination of gay and
lesbian minisLers. YOllmay say. 'lmpos..'o\i-
ble;' I say, 'Inevitable: If we look at .he
trends in our t:hureh wc can see how they
follow, almost without fail, .he trends in
other churche::i. We just follow them
twenty ycal"$ bchind. I am praying that
God will overrule in this matter. We have
10 draw the line somewherc. I believe it is
not good cnough to allow to go part
way down .he hill. All the theological
j.argon and all the sociological .argumentil-
lion cannot produce a 'thus saith thc Lord'
to go ahead in the direction that we seem
to be moving on the ordination of women.

"Neither is it good enough to say thal
many of our women are acting in various
parts of the world with full pastoral
authority. This docs not give credence to
this silU3tion. We will have to. though
difficllh i. will be, draw back from such a
direction:' Leller 10 Elder Neal Wilson,
May 30, 1988.

I still have not thc slightest doubt thai,
should women pastors be ordained, the
nexl baulcgroulld will be pressure from
the very activc homosexual lobby within

our church Lo agitate for ordinmion from
thcir mnks il1lo the Seventh-day Adventist
ministry. I believe that only the return of
our Lord wi II savc us from this prospc:ct
becoming a reality.

Aller the 1990 General Conlerence

Let us summarize what hHs happened
since the 1990 Gcncral Conferencc re-
fused to vote the ordination of women
pastors. but naively yielded 10 thc pres-
sure of thc Nonh American Division dele-
gates to have authority to allow women 10
pcrfoml the same as male pastors.
In truth, without worldwide supporl.
women were already performing these
functions in North America before the
1990 Gcneral Conference scssion.
The Southeastern California Confer-

ence was almost reudy to go forward in total
rebellion with ,1Il action Lhat would have
defied the action taken by the GcncrJl
Conference session in 1990 by unilaterally
ordaining womcn pao;;tors. Some believe
that only the intervention of Elder Tom
Moslcn, Jr., Pacific Union Conference
presidcnt, savcd the conference from going
ahcad with it') plans to ordain womcn, in
spite of the action at the Geneml
ence session. If their decision had been in
accordance with the Word of God then that
would be appropriate, bUI being completely
out of hannony with thc Word of God. it
reprcsellloo a monumental step loward re-
bellion against God's church.

However, thc issue rcmained a so-
cial/political is::;ue. The biblical principles
were not ccntrallo the decision not
to go ahead against the church body, but the
agitation cOillinucd 1 and eventually the
leaders of Nonh America unanimously
voted to urge that 10 the
ordination of women be givcn at the 1995
General Conference ses.'iion. It is
ing to note that the Nonh Amcricclll Divi-
sion is willing to split the Sevcmh-day
Adventist Church, 'L"king Ih.at division
havc thc righl to detcnninc whether or nOI
to ordain women pastors.

We hope lhal the lcHdcrship of the
around the world will see the

nOHoo-subtle implications of this. For
example, at Illy own ordination it was
plainly Sla.ed that I had been ordained to
the worldwide ministry of the church.
Such a SlatCJ11ent would have (0 be
changed for women, if some divisions
refused to accept the ordination of women
pastors. We would also have to expect that
tremendous pressure would be placed
upon those divisions that did not initially
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TUB EVANGELICAL DILEMMA
Ever wonder how to reach

sincere evangelical Christians?
The Evangelical Dilemma com-
pares all the major doctrines of
evangelical Protestantism with
the Word of God: Predestination,
Secret Rapture, Millennium, Dis-
pensationalism, Salvation by
Justification Alone, The Lord's
Day, and so on. 222 pages.
Order your copies today

from "ope International. Only
$10.95 each. Please see page 3
for shipping and sales tax infor-
mation.

the functions of a minister, we were set-
ting ourselves in concrete against the
Word of God.

It is now Ileccs...:;ary, if church is
going 10 recapture the vision and the
mission that God has placed before u::., to
reverse all Ihese steps and to explain
through Iinl.'S the principles
of

The recent efforts both in the South
P,lcitic Division and the North American
Division to desensitize their members and
urge the women's agenda should cease
imlllcdi<!tcly. If leaders do not have the
mOldl insight or backbone to take a stand
on this then Ihl: laity must look for
leaders who will follow a "Ihus saith lhe
Lord" alone. Othcrwise, the floodgatc
that has already been opened will be
virtually alit of control.

The scrvHnt of the Lord indicated that
the omega of apostasy would be of a Illost
startling nature. Certainly the deviation
that we already have sccn qualifies as pan
of the apostasy. The positive side is the
fact that the defection from truth was
clearly foretold. We now know that we
arc reaching end of probationary time.
This fact is a pressing cull for all of us 10
make our election sure. Let uS look up, for
our .. redemption draweth nigh:' Luke
2 (;28. I pray that we readers will be
faithful to God's Word, deviating neither
to the right nor to the left, allowing Christ
the full possession in our lives, that we
may soon witnes.c.; the corning of our
blessed Lord. 0

sexual ministers. I am not moved by those
wllosay that this will never be the casco The
Seventh-day Adventist Church in recent
decades has shown little moral Strength 10
resist pressure to follow in the footsteps of
the fallen churches of Protestantism. AI-
rCtldy there is a signincant homosexual
lobby in Seventh-day Adventism, and its
boldness incrcm.;cs.

(7) Should this divisive action be vowd
in the 1995 Gcncml Conference, it is going
to be even more difficult to convince many
faithful Adventists that the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is not Babylon. Already
the exccs.,-;cs in our church have led an
alamlillg number of conccmed people to
draw this conclusion.

(8) Such an action would be yet another
nail in the coffin of the finnly estab-
lish concept Ihat we •• have no creed but the
Bible:' Every time actions arc taken that
arc not in accordance with Inspiration,
marc members arc tumed to suppon. leader-
ship decisions rather than tllC Word afGod.
Such support is fatal to their hOIXS of
etemal lifc. Still others may lose etemallife
because of their disgust with developments
in the chuTch they once held so dear.

Already our church has gone far too
far. One slep away from truth. places us
on Satan's territory. When we started to
appoint female pastors, rather than Bible
workers, we were already on Satan's ten·i-
tory; when we ordained these women as
church ciders, that direction was more
finnly confirmed; when we consented to
allow these women 10 perform almost all

join the powerful thrusl of thc North
Amcrican Division.

Troubling Implications for the Future

Now let us summarize the inevitable
of an aelion al the General Confer-

ence that would allow freedom for
individual divisions to make their own
decision on this issue:

(I) It would open a tloodgme in the
future for other decisions that would fur-
ther fragment the unily of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

(2) While accusing self-supporting
work of bringing division and schisms
into the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
the overwhelming divisions have not
cOllle from this source. but from the inces-
,;,tIlt push of the worldly-minded faction
of the church, which seems to have little
conccm for the disunity and distress it is
causing. To add women's ordination adds
yet another issue to the already schismatic
issues of the unfaIlel1 human nature of
Christ, salvation in sin, celebration serv-
ices, and NLP. Our bdoved church would
be further fractionated.

Everyone of these intrusions is clearly
forbidden of God. The only reason for the
existence of the Sevellth-day Adventist
Church is that it is a special church with a
special mcssage established on the pure
unadulterated Word of God to take the
everlasting gospel to evcry nation, kindred,
tongue, :lnc! people. Every aile of these
afore-reported intrusions is sp,xifically de-
signed by Satan to destroy the distinctive-
nc..'iS or the Seventh-day Adventist Church
and to derail its mission.

(3) To vote althe 1995 General Confer-
ence the approval for each division to
exercise the right 10 make its own decision
on ordination will lead to other levelsofour
church, such as local conferences and local
churches making the same demandc;, not
only on this is..<;;ue but also on many more.

(4) I predict that once the divisions have
the right to make this decision. then very
quickly those who initially resist such a
direction in their division will, under in-
creasing pressure, capitulate also.

(5) When the battle for women's ordi-
nation has been WOIl, even greater numbers
of camcst believers will scparate from the
denominational aml of the church. They
will be condemned by those whose votes
h,wc lx'Cn rl.'Sponsiblc for their disillusion·
mCIl1.

(6) Once the battle for women·s ordina-
tion is won, the next battleground, if time
should last, will be the ordination of hOIllO-
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$1.75
1.25
.75
.60
.75

Quantity
1-10 books
11-124
1-7 cases'
8+ cases'
Bulk Mailing"
·Case quantity: 125
-Bulk Mail price indudes
book and postage. This rate
applies to bulk mailings to
every residence in a
zip code.
see page 3 for shipping
and tax information.
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H ERE is a witnessing tool you will not want to be without. The Seventh-day Sabbath
and a National Sunday Law is prepared as a bulk mailerwith a four-color cover and is
by far the most powerful presentation on the Sabbath-Sunday issue to date. The book's 24

chapters are easy reading for non-Adventists, and they beautifully cover the broad spectrum of
Sabbath issues.
The last chapter is followed by an appendix
entitled "Rome's Challenge." This appendix
was originally published in September 1893,
as four separate articles in the CatholicMirror,
the official organ of the late Cardinal Gibbons
and the Papacy in the United States. It
supports the premises brought forth by Teske
as it challenges Protestantism to either
uphold the Bible Sabbath that the Hebrews
and Seventh-day Adventists both observe as
their day ofworship, or else to admit their
compromise to Bible authority and to
acknowledge that their "mother church"
exercised her
power to
change the law
of God.
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